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 Thoughts from David 

With the Ash Wednesday celebration this week at the 
United Church of Jaffrey we begin this season of Lent.     
The whole focus of Lent for many years was “what are 
you giving up for Lent?”  I think a far more powerful 
question is “what are you giving for Lent.”  Of course you 
know we will have the special offering for One Great 
Hour of Sharing on March 22 which is for our world-wide 
ministries. But more than just giving money, I think it is 
what are we giving of ourselves, our talents and skills, our 
time, our energy, and our commitment. What can we do 
to make a difference in our world?  This seems to me to 
be a more positive use of our devotional time than what 
are we giving up. 

As many of you know, I love the Gospel of John. For 
many years it was my least favorite book. It seemed 
unfathomable and perhaps irrelevant. But during my 
doctoral studies I focused on the Gospel of John, and it 
shifted almost overnight from being my least favorite to 
my favorite book. It is a deeply complex book. It draws 
you in and leads you deeper and deeper into your faith.  
It is like an abstract painting.  It doesn’t give you a clear 
picture of God, but of course such a picture is only an 
illusion. It does draw you into a relationship with God. 
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First Church in Jaffrey 

Weathervane 

March - April 

2020 
"Many hands make light work" goes the old saying.  At First Church 
we depend on one another, and are grateful for all the many hands 
that help keep our community comfortable and comforted.  Here are 
Bobbie Gilbert and Travis Shattuck repairing and identifying books 
for the updated library. They, along with Ilona Kwiecien and Cassius 
Webb, have created a wonderful resource for all of us to use. 
Carol Hess 
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Thoughts from David (cont’d) 

So this year we are going to primarily use the 
Gospel of John  during Lent. In the other three 
gospels the Easter story is one week – from Palm 
Sunday to Easter. But John adds a prelude and a 
postlude. The prelude is the week before Palm 
Sunday with the story of the Raising of Lazarus 
from the dead and the postlude is the Sunday 
after Easter – the story of doubting Thomas.    
And in my mind the postlude is the best part of 
the story! May this be a rich and rewarding 
season for all of us.      David 

  

 

 

 

Annual Meeting held Feb. 2, 2020 
Focuses on Accomplishments, 

Bylaw Revisions, Finances,  
and New Officers 

After an opening prayer and a reading of the Call 
to the Meeting, Clerk Sylvia Hamilton requested 
a moment of silence for the members and friends 
of the church that passed away during 2019: 
Archie Coll, Jr., Bancroft Greene, Charles 
Hamilton, Sanford Isaacs, Geraldine Lyle, Judith 
Royce and Hans Walz. 

The 2019 Annual Report was distributed and 
approved.  The addition of photographs to the 
report was appreciated.  Copies are available in 
the Parish House.   

Treasurer Janet Grant presented the final 2019 
income and expense figures.  The 2019 expenses 
did not require all the money taken from the 
endowment principal, which was approved in 
2019 annual meeting.  However, the net value of 
the endowment principal still met the goals set 
for the Investment Committee. Janet then 
presented the 2020 Budget, which was approved.   

 

 

Annual Meeting (cont’d) 

Trustee Chair Ken Campbell described some 
capital improvement projects, particularly 
organ repairs expected to cost $5,400 and some 
needed roof repairs.  Mary Jo Marvin, serving as 
chair of the Nominating Committee, proposed 
that Moderator Carol Hess, Treasurer Janet 
Grant, and Clerk Sylvia Hamilton continue in 
their roles as church officers for the next two 
years, consistent with the description in the 
updated bylaws. Moderator Carol Hess 
described a new rotating membership for the 
Trustees with six members serving staggered 
terms. The plan, as described in the updated 
bylaws, is that two new Trustees will be elected 
each year and will serve three- year terms.  To 
start this process, Gwen Gundlach and Sylvia 
Hamilton will serve for one year (2020), Ken 
Campbell and Jane Jontz will serve for two 
years and complete their terms in 2021, and 
Sam Greene and Tom Warren will serve for 
three years and complete their terms in 2022. 

Moderator Carol Hess reported on the work of 
the Bylaws Task Force: Carol Hess, Mary Jo 
Marvin, and Sam Greene.  Ken and Suze 
Campbell were original members of the task 
force and provided invaluable background 
material.  The task force has done a great job 
and benefited from a lot of interaction with the 
congregation particularly on the Covenant and 
the Membership sections of the bylaws.  A 
section on Conflict of Interest was added to the 
bylaws at the suggestion of the New Hampshire 
Conference of the UCC’s Richard Slater.   

Another new matter was presented and 
discussed, but temporarily tabled for research 
and discussion.  Article IX of the Bylaws relates 
to procedures and policies if ever the First 
Church in Jaffrey were to be dissolved.  “The 
time to develop such a protocol is when the 
church is healthy” David Felton remarked, 
based on his many years of conference work in 
South Dakota and Missouri.   

(continued on next page) 
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Annual Meeting (cont’d) 

Further refinement of the language for Article 
IX is currently being undertaken based on 
discussions at the Annual Meeting and will be 
presented to the Congregation for a vote of 
inclusion into the Bylaws sometime later this 
spring, with notification a month in advance 
of the date and appropriate distribution of the 
language, per our procedures.   

Sylvia Hamilton, Carol Hess, Geoff Frank 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHURCH FAIR 2020  

Plans are underway for the 2020 Church Fair!  
We had a meeting for all interested February 
8 and detailed notes from that meeting were 
sent to everyone I hope.  If you did not receive 
a copy, let me know and I will make sure you 
get a copy. 

One major change is that there will be no 
Furniture sales.  It got to be too difficult to 
move big pieces 2 or 3 times and we haven’t 
any younger men or woman to help.  Instead 
any small pieces that can be carried by one 
person will be part of Rick Stein’s Garden 
Center. 

The women who use the Parish Hall for 
playing bridge will be organized by Claire 
Bean to provide food for the Fair Luncheon.  
What a wonderful gesture of support!  Janet 
Grant and I met with Claire and she is certain 
fabulous dishes will be produced by the 
Bridge Ladies.  Thank you very, very much 
Clair.  AnnMarie Warren and I will man the 
kitchen with the help of other good women 
and men. 

Bruce and Pam Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent and the Easter Season 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 
26.  This year's joint service was held at the 
United Church of Jaffrey at 5 p.m.  This 
service used a combination of Taizè music 
and poetry.  Rev. Mark Koyama provided a 
meditation, Rev. David Felton read 
Scripture passages from the Gospel of John, 
and members of United Church of Jaffrey 
read poetry.  The service ended with the 
imposition of ashes. 

Our March 22 service will celebrate One 
Great Hour of Sharing in concert with other 
UCC churches. 

Holy week will begin on Palm Sunday, 
April 5, with our triumphant return to the 
Sanctuary.  This will also be a Communion 
Sunday. 

On Maundy Thursday, April 9, First 
Church will host a joint service with the 
United Church in our parish hall at 7:00pm. 
It will be a traditional candlelit Tenebrae 
communion service around tables arranged 
in the shape of a cross. 

Easter, April 12, will find the church 
festooned with spring blooms and 
resounding with choral works, soloists and 
stringed instruments. 

Reverend David Felton’s Lenten sermon 
series, inspired by The Book of John, will 
conclude the Sunday after Easter, April 19. 

Mary Jo Marvin 
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Prepared to Serve Conference February 22, 2020 

Prepared to Serve is a special training event sponsored by the New Hampshire Conference, 
United Church of Christ, that welcomes participants with workshops on a wide variety of 
topics. This year, Suzanne Lamport and Geoff Frank attended.  Below are  workshops that we 
attended, with the websites of the presenter’s organization. 

Listening to the Holy Spirit 
Presented by Rev. Catherine Merrill (Brookeline Community Church) 

The group moved through a series of exercises  to build our skills in listening to the Holy 
Spirit, which were very helpful. Then, we learned a series of challenges we can make to our 
question, to help us receive an answer we can  hear. These are all based on Ignatian 
discernment process. 

Using Words to Scatter the Seeds of Faith 
Presented by Rev. Gayle Murphy (Congregational Church of North Barnstead) 

Rev. Murphy described ways to talk about God (not the church), particularly how to express 
our faith as part of our everyday conversations.  She finished by reminding the group of how 
expressions of faith are like the seeds in the parable of the sower. 

God's Love Triumphs over Judgement: An Introduction to Divine Mercy 
Presented by Rev. Jim Howard (First Congregational Church of Hopkinton) 

This was an introduction to the Roman Catholic practice of devotion to the Divine Mercy of 
Jesus. It gave a history of the practice.  A booklet on prayers was provided to participants. 

Dignity, Opportunity & Human Rights – Toward A Humane Immigration Policy 
Presented by Eva Castillo (NH Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees)  
                        Maggie Fogarty (American Friends Service Committee) 

The workshop leaders described seven principles of a humane immigration policy and linked 
that policy to the moral values expressed by the group. 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bccnh.org/
http://ccnorthbarnstead.com/
https://firstchurchhopkinton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NHAIR603/
https://www.afsc.org/key-issues/issue/defending-immigrant-rights
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Prepared to Serve (cont’d) 

 
Promoting Our Church  
Presented by Gerri Cannon (First Parish UCC, Somersworth)  

This workshop was on building communities that extend beyond worship but that can lead to 
greater participation in the life of the church. A variety of church sponsored community 
service projects and performances were provided as examples. 

Always With You: The Comfort of Spirituality in Dementia Care 
Presented by Rev. Donna Vuilleumier(Smith Memorial Church, UCC, Hillsborough) 

Rev. Vuilleumier described four stages of dementia.  For each stage, she discussed typical 
symptoms, emotional reactions of the sufferers and their families, and good ways of 
interacting with them. 

Under Party Lines: (Re)Considering Theology and our Common Life Together 
Presented by Rev. Shayna Appel (All Souls U. U. Church) 
             Rev. Chris Owens (https://www.whatingods.com/) 

This was a conversation about the disintegration of spheres of human activity over the last 50 
years.  The result is that religion no longer provides a moral compass for the other spheres of 
human activity. This gave us a way to bring back ethics and morality into the public 
discourse. 
 
Geoff Frank & Suzanne Lamport 
 
 

 

 

Fellowship Could Benefit 
from Teamwork 

We all enjoyed the great food offerings at 
Coffee Hour following Sunday services, but we 
haven’t had people signing up. To ensure this 
wonderful tradition continues, perhaps some 
teamwork on coffee hour could reduce the 
burden on any one person. 

 A coffee hour can be shared by two or more people. One could provide savory items like 
cheese and veggies and dip, while the other provides a couple of sweet items. Or, one could 
do the shopping and cooking if the other provides the funds. Please think outside the box 
and come up with some creative partnerships so that we can continue our great tradition 
of delicious coffee hour offerings. 

http://www.somersworthfirstparish.org/
https://smithmemorialucc.org/
https://ascvt.org/
https://www.whatingods.com/
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Our Library 

 

 

First Church’s library has re-opened!  Yeah! After considerable “renovation” we now have a 
selection of books we hope will cover everyone’s interests…or maybe even inspire new ones! 
The important thing is, though, IT IS THERE TO BE USED!!  Directions on how to take books 
out and back in are clearly on display!  There is a special table -- in case you haven’t yet 
noticed -- where books are highlighted. And we hope to do a monthly review of one of the 
books – contributions highly encouraged!   

As part of the “Grand Re-Opening” we would like to suggest a fun contest:  THE LIBRARY 
COULD USE A NAME – WHAT SHALL IT BE CALLED?  And “First Church Library” just 
doesn’t have the right ring!  So, if you have any ideas, please submit them through the month 
of March.  There will be a sheet on the table in fellowship hall, or you can email either Bobbie 
or Ilona with your proposals.  At the end of the month we will have a vote and then put up a 
sign…maybe even have a “christening” with champagne?  Who knows??   

Last, but not least, if you have any suggestions for improvement or use of the library, don’t 
hesitate to speak up!!   

Bobbie Gilbert, Ilona Kwiecien 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our contributors for the March-

April Weathervane! We couldn’t do it without 

you! 

Mary Jo Marvin, Geoff Frank & Suzanne 

Lamport, Bobbie Gilbert, Ilona Kwiecien, Pam & 

Bruce Hill, David Felton, Carol Hess and Sylvia 

Hamilton,  
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

First Church participates in the UCC denomination's One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
program as a special offering, part of the UCC Five for Five program.  This year, we will join 
other UCC churches making this offering during our service on Sunday March 22.  Envelopes 
will be provided in your bulletin on that Sunday.  If you are writing a check, please make it out 
to First Church in Jaffrey and put OGHS on the memo line.  If you cannot attend the service on 
March 22, please mail a contribution to Treasurer, First Church in Jaffrey, PO Box 673, Jaffrey 
NH 03452. 

This year, the UCC is investing OGHS funds in communities worldwide: providing education to 
girls and boys, empowering communities through vocational training, supporting microcredit 
lending and seeing people through to self-sufficiency, empowering families with skills to 
support themselves and their neighbors and participating in sustainable solutions that offer 
dignity to all.  The OGHS offering is also used for disaster relief and support refugees around 
the world. 
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