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FACING THE CHALLENGES OF COVID-19 

After almost 10 months as your interim pastor, I want 
you to know how much I’m enjoying being here and 
working with you. I want to thank you for the Masked 
Ball 80th birthday party for me. It was a total surprise. It 
was the best birthday party I’ve ever had. Janet Grant, as 
you would expect, did a great job of planning it. We had 
50 people in attendance.  Everyone wore a mask and kept 
a safe distance.  It was so good to see all of you, members 
of the congregation and people from the community. It 
was a beautiful day and I think it felt good for everyone to 
be able to see each other. I began to realize why the Fair 
and the other community events that usually happen 
each summer are so popular. 

Living through this COVID-19 time has been a challenge 
for everyone. Things have been changing so rapidly that 
it is very difficult to plan from one day to the next. Long 
range planning is impossible. I’ve been amazed by your 
good spirit and your flexibility as we’ve been living 
through this time of radical change. We really do not 
know what is coming next.  I’m thankful that I’m here. I 
can’t imagine a better place to be during this time then 
with you. 
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Facing the Challenges (cont’d) 

Looking ahead to Fall  

I think that many of you know that the Rev. 
Richard Slater, Associate Conference 
Minister for New Hampshire, will be on 
sabbatical from September 15 to December 31. 
The conference has asked me to fill in for him for 
that time as Interim on a half-time basis.   I’m 
hoping to stay serving you at the same time. 
Because the virus has thrown off everyone’s 
schedule, I suspect that you will need me at least 
part of next year. I have no plans for the future at 
present, so I’m happy to stay as long as you and I 
both think this is helpful for the church. This is 
still an interim time. I will not become the called 
pastor. That is considered unethical. Let us use 
the time God has given us as productively as 
possible. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your 
interim pastor. 

David Felton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NECESSITY DRIVES CREATIVITY 

Covid-19 has drastically changed our lives.  
Because First Church has been unable to hold 
in-person worship services since mid-March, we 
asked ourselves — can our staff and leadership 
offer SOMETHING to help members and 
friends meet their spiritual needs? 

Creativity is the Mother of Invention isn’t just 
an old cliché.  Sometimes it isn’t a choice; it’s a 
necessity. The FCiJ visual ministry videos 
coming your way weekly are a team effort that 
addresses this need during the pandemic.  On 
the Ministry Message side, the creativity is all 
David’s doing.  He selects the scripture and 
prepares his remarks, trying to keep within 6 to 
7 minutes. Then Lisa Bostnar records the 
scripture reading at home and sends it to me 
mid-week. The music team consists of Gene 
Faxon, Betsy Feiker and Janet Grant. They 
choose music that supplements the theme 
chosen by David and gather together to practice 
on Mondays.  

Thursday is the day it all comes together. I use a 
Canon camera and a small, remarkable hand-
held recording device to record David and the 
musicians at the church.  The time taken by the 
recordings drives the number and nature of 
visual images. Each photograph you see is on 
screen only 6 seconds, give or take.  This means 
that a great many photographs are called for if a 
piece of music lasts 3 or 4 minutes!   

(continued on page 3) 
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Necessity Drives Creativity (cont’d) 

While I have a substantial library of 
photographs, I have reached out to others for 
help. My thanks go out to Betsy’s sister 
(beautiful images from her Berkshire MA 
garden), to Lisa, to my next-door neighbor’s 
daughter Amy for whimsical cat snapshots, 
and to Marvin Caldwell for excellent 
photographs taken during morning walks 
along the Rail-Trail in Groton MA.    THANK 
YOU all for your visual contributions! 

When do we go back to normal? 

Conditions being what they are with the virus, 
we have no plans yet for returning to worship 
in the Sanctuary. Creativity will again be 
necessary. It won’t be the old familiar. 
Because the virus is airborne at first and then 
stays active for a bit where it lands, we will 
have to do things differently.  Singing involves 
great gobs of air expressed vigorously from 
our lungs – this activity carries particles 
further and faster than conversation, 
alas.  Thus music, integral to church services, 
is a problem. And that’s just one of the many 
serious issues involved in “opening up.”  

Carol B. Hess, Moderator (and producer) 

Note: In case you missed any, type 
“firstchurchinjaffrey videos” into a search 
engine like Google and that will take you to 
the right spot on the YouTube channel.  FYI, 
our outreach is also helping our friends at the 
United Church of Rindge who do not yet have 
an Interim Minister.   

In the meantime, if you are unable to get on 
line via computer or iPad, please call Carol 
Hess (603-532-4255) or leave a message on 
the church phone (603-532-7979).  We are 
exploring ways to bring these video ministries 
to all church friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Come one, come all to a  
“Masked Event”! 

On Sunday, July 19th, at 5 PM we will 
have a gathering of church members and 
friends outside the Parish Hall. Tents will 
be set up for shade, but please bring your 
own chair, your own picnic and drinks, and 
your face masks of course. Many feel the 
need to connect with church friends again 
after so many enjoyed the camaraderie of 
David’s Birthday Party in June. Social 
distancing will be requested. If you have a 
July birthday, let me know! 

Pam Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering for David’s Birthday Party 
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TIME TO USE YOUR 
CHURCH LIBRARY! 

 
 
This is a reminder that our library is available 
for your summer reading pleasure!  And it is 
expanding!  Indeed, two new books which 
have been donated are "Waking Up White" 
and "American Grace." 
 
The timing is truly synchronistic!  This is a 
pivotal time in our nation: we are being 
challenged to take a stand against the racism 
that continues to undercut the equality and 
freedom that we hold as ideals for our country 
and the basic beliefs of our Christian faith. 
Therefore, we have featured these books, 
along with "How Religion Divides and Unites 
Us" and "Why the Christian Right is Wrong." 
All offer an opportunity for inner reflection, 
new insights, and growth.  

Just go over to the "featured table" to the left 
of the door going into the hallway leading to 
the sanctuary, pick one up, and sign it out on 
the available sheet.  No fuss, no muss!!  Also, 
be sure to read Cassius Webb's review of 
"Waking Up White" in this newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waking Up White 
Reviewed by Cassius Webb 

Reading Debby Irving’s Waking Up White 
(Cambridge, MA 2014) was for me at first 
an irritating experience.  Her account of 
growing up in Winchester, MA, with no 
consciousness of race, racial history, or her 
own white privilege struck me as farfetched. 
I, too, had grown up in leafy New England 
with no non-white acquaintances, but I 
certainly knew something of all that (some 
of which turned out to be untrue.). But it 
occurred to me that I had the advantage of a 
Southern mother eager to share her own life 
experience. So, there was for me at least a 
crack in the shell of ignorance that is the lot 
of so many of us.  

Then I came upon Irving’s discovery about 
the GI Bill, and the vastly different, almost 
opposite, effect that the remarkable piece of 
WWII legislation had had upon the fortunes 
of white and black Americans. And suddenly 
this book acquired an insistent, prophetic 
urgency that demanded attention to its 
difficult and unpleasant message. And I 
discovered the true bravery in this account 
of personal disillusionment and 
determination neither to be overwhelmed 
nor to retreat from an enormity that is 
present in every aspect of American life.  

(continued on page 5) 
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Waking up White  (con’t’d) 

Irving’s accounts of her discoveries are often 
uncomfortable, sometimes even hilarious.  They 
deal with preconceptions of both white and 
nonwhite America. They invite empathy, but with 
awareness of the danger of assuming that one can 
truly put oneself in another’s place. And they 
result in a challenge; not just to be aware of this 
fact of our national life, but to do something 
about it. For us whites, that is a choice: “white 
people have been given not only better access to 
America’s goods and services but 
disproportionate amounts of comfort, safety, and 
choice, including the ultimate choice—whether or 
not to deal with racism.” (pg. 177) 

One striking absence in this book is any 
discussion of religious thought or experience.  It 
may be that this is in order to engage the widest 
possible audience. Yet there is historical irony in 
this, since Protestant Christianity played such a 
crucial role in both the development and 
maintenance, and the questioning and 
destruction, of all aspects of racialism in this 
country.  

Debby Irving is a teacher, and therefore made 
certain that her book was structured to facilitate 
discussion, with questions at the end of each 
chapter.  Perhaps groups within and among faith 
communities could be equipped to do so with a 
particular resonance and intensity.  This book 
deserves no less.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protesting Racism 

Suzanne and I have participated in the last 
three protests against racism in 
Peterborough.  For the first two, we were 
among the roughly 500 participants that 
spent an hour lining the sides of Routes 101 
and 202 and holding signs to be seen by 
motorists.   The third was held along 
Concord St.  Everyone was wearing masks 
and observing social distancing.  There was 
a similar protest held in Dublin. 

This was a very different experience than the 
Moral Monday protests that Suzanne and I 
had joined in North Carolina.   The Moral 
Monday protests had everybody packed 
together, marching, singing and shouting 
slogans.   The anti-racism protests during 
the time of COVID-19 were more 
contemplative because the protesters were 
spread out.   There was limited interaction 
with those driving by: many honking, some 
grim faced, many waving, a couple with 
their thumbs down. I was struck by how 
divided our nation is.  It is discouraging to 
realize that the threat of this virus has not 
succeeded in uniting us.  On the other hand, 
I was encouraged that so many people in 
this rural and overwhelmingly white area 
have turned out to address an issue that is 
removed from most of our daily lives, 
particularly in comparison to the public 
health and economic health issues facing 
New Hampshire. 

Geoff Frank 

 

 

 
 

Workers re-roofing the Horse Sheds.  
See Trustee News, page 6 

See 
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Life of the Church 
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

On Thursday, June 25 at 1:00, a congregational meeting took place out of doors in the shade 
of the crabapple tree beside the Sanctuary.  Thirteen of us, including David, sitting six feet 
apart filled the area.   

At the time of the meeting we had not yet received enough proxies to meet the minimum 
number of responses (two-thirds of members) required to execute this vote.  To deal with 
this, Ken Campbell offered a motion, which was accepted, to extend the voting period for two 
weeks in order to receive the proxy ballots.  Thanks to phone calls and emails, by Saturday, 
June 27, a total of 57 responses are in hand. (12 votes at the meeting and 45 votes by 
proxy).  We have therefore voted in the affirmative to permit First Church in Jaffrey Trustees 
to withdraw funds from the church Endowment if and as needed, up to a total of $50,000.   

Being together was a joy.  Various suggestions were offered about ways in which we might do 
that this summer.  One result from this discussion is the Masked Event on July 19 at 5.00. 

Carol Hess, Moderator 

 

News from the Trustees   

Pledges – Please continue to send in your pledges to First Church Treasurer, 
PO Box 673, Jaffrey NH 03452.  Since we have a deficit budget in 2020, every dollar of 
pledges saves the need for a dollar withdrawn in the future from the church endowment. 
Pledges also help fund emergencies that were not anticipated in the budget. Thank you for 
your continued support of First Church. 

Sewer Problem - A toilet overflow, caused by a sewer pipe blockage, was discovered June 
18. A special contractor was alerted and the pipe blockage was cleared on June 19. 

Liability - The NHUCC Resources Insurance Board has published an article about church 
liability regarding COVID-19 and civil unrest.  Jane Jontz and Tom Warren agreed to study it 
and make recommendations at our July meeting. 

Meetinghouse Clock Tower – The church is writing a letter in support of the 
Meetinghouse Committee’s request seeking NH state LCHIP funds and Moose Plate funds 
for refurbishing the Meetinghouse Clock Tower. 

Hospitality – A woman on the 10-person crew that was reroofing the Horse sheds for the 
Jaffrey Center Village Improvement Society asked a church member on June 22 if there was 
a bathroom she could use, prompting the hospitable opening of the nearby Parish House 
bathrooms to the crew. (See photo of Horse Sheds, page 5.) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Life of the Church 
News from the Trustees (cont’d) 

Endowment –  

The First Church Endowment account at Charter Trust had a market value of $489,168 at 
9:26 AM on June 26.  The endowment has generated income of $16,115 through June.  The 
combined total of $505,283 is ahead of the Jan. 1 market value of $504,110, despite all the 
market and fluctuations during the coronavirus pandemic.  Charter Trust will send First 
Church in 2020 income of twice the June year-to-date amount- $32,230 for our operating 
budget. 

Ken Campbell, Chair 

An Update from the Benevolence Circle 

The Benevolence Circle met in late June, via Zoom, to continue allocating funds raised by the 
2019 Fair and to assess needs in our community as we move into another phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

We decided to donate money to the Got Lunch program which takes lunches to students who 
normally would be eligible for subsidized lunches if they were in school. The program 
operates out of the Rindge Congregational Church, and First Church has supported it since 
the beginning. Our other beneficiaries at this time are Monadnock Family Services, Home 
Health Care Hospice and Community Services, and the Jaffrey Food Pantry (still dealing 
with a substantial increase in users). These decisions were based on newsletters we receive, 
online research, and personal outreach. Early on, the Circle decided that food assistance and 
mental health services would be priorities in the pandemic environment.  

Two Conant graduates have received $500 scholarships. Maria Dupuis, a volunteer with the 
Jaffrey Fire Department, hopes to work in healthcare after college where she will study to be 
an occupational therapist. Hannah Lambert will attend Endicott College to study nursing. 
She volunteers at the Keene Food Bank. We received eight applications, and it was difficult 
to narrow the choices to two individuals – all these young people were impressive and offer 
much hope for the future. 

On the broader front, First Church collected $200 for the UCC’s Strengthen the Church 
program which supports new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. Our thanks to all who contributed.  

We will meet again at the end of July to give away the last of the 2019 Fair money, and 
review benevolences that are part of our church operating budget. If you have any 
recommendations, please contact the Benevolence Circle. 

Marcia Breckenridge, chair, Mary Jo Marvin, Toni Zajaczkowski 
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Thank you to our many contributors for the 

July-August Weathervane! We couldn’t do it 

without you! Mary Jo Marvin, Geoff Frank, 

Pam Hill, David Felton, Carol Hess, Ken & 

Suze Campbell, Cassius Webb, Marcia 

Breckenridge 

 

Bible Resources from the NH Conference 

The New Hampshire conference of the UCC has created a series of theological roundtable 
videos.  Rev. Gordon Rankin, our New Hampshire Conference Minister, recently invited 
Pastor David Felton to be one of the participating pastors.  

Rev. Rankin led a discussion of Pentecost as described in Acts:2 by asking these pastors five 
questions: 

1. In the Pentecost story, we have the rush of great wind. This of course is reflective of the 
winds that stirred the waters of creation in Genesis 1. If God was at work on all of creation in 
the Genesis story, what is it that (wind, spirit, breath) is creating in the Pentecost story? 

2. Then the Spirit descends and tongues of fire rest upon the heads of all gathered. This 
reminds us of the words of John the Baptist: “I baptize you with the waters of repentance, but 
he (Jesus) will baptize you with fire and the Holy Spirit.” If baptism with water is about 
repentance, what do you understand this new baptism with fire and Spirit to be about? In our 
liturgies of baptism we focus a lot on the water/repentance connection. Should we be speaking 
to the Pentecost baptism as well? 

3. A major part of the Pentecost story is that all the people spoke different languages and yet 
they could all understand each other. What does the Pentecost story teaches you about 
diversity and the ways in which we are to celebrate the uniqueness of our differences? 

4. What does Pentecost story mean? 

5. How do you experience the winds of God’s Spirit moving in and through Christ’s church 
today? 

To see how the roundtable responded to these questions, view the video at this link: 
https://youtu.be/jdDbi-TNAv4 . These questions and the text from Acts were used for one of 
the FCiJ Bible Study sessions. 

 


