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Lakota Quilts at the World Communion Sunday service. Photo by Carol Hess 

 

 Thoughts from David 

What a joy it is to be a part of your ministry. My first 
impressions were correct. You are a special people.   
You care about each other even when you don’t always 
agree. That is a part of what it means to be the church.    
I watch the ways that you reach out, not only to each 
other, but also to our neighbors in need outside the 
church.  I was deeply moved by your generous offering 
on World Wide Communion Sunday for our Neighbors 
in Need.  The special offering that day was $1690.   
That is impressive second mile giving!  But it is more 
than just your financial generosity. I am amazed by 
your generosity of time. Whenever anything needs to 
be done people are willing to step forward. I am 
worried about burnout, but you seem to just keep on 
going.  Jesus tells us to love our neighbors and 
ourselves.  I ask that you remember the second part of 
that admonition and be sure to take care of yourself as 
you reach out to others.  Self care is something we 
sometimes forget. I take self care very seriously. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Thoughts from David – cont’d. 

As a part of my self care I am a part of a medical 
study group at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
MN. I am committed to doing this every 12 
weeks. Mayo schedules me only during the 
middle of the week so that I will not miss any 
Sundays with you. My next visit to Mayo will be 
Tuesday – Thursday Nov. 5-7.     

Fasten your seat belts. We have two very busy 
months coming up. The first Sunday in 
November will be communion Sunday and I plan 
that day to tell the rest of the story about Byron 
Buffalo and the horse ministry.  The second 
Sunday will include in the afternoon the SW 
Association fall meeting in Winchester.  The 
third Sunday is Stewardship Sunday with the 
Mill Street Rags in the afternoon. The fourth 
Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday. And then 
suddenly we are in Advent which concludes with 
our traditional Christmas Eve service. 

David, Interim Minister 

 

Trustees Report November 2019 
Building Improvements 

Parish House Interior 

 

 

The new 3-lamp floodlight 
on the 2nd floor corner of the 
Parsonage turns on at night 
when you walk past it. It 
illuminates the rough paving 
and puddles at the junction 
of the driveway and road  

and also a fair amount of the Meetinghouse 
parking lot.  The Parish House has a new 
south-facing roof and the connector ramp to 
the red brick Church has a new roof on both 
sides. The parsonage study and living room 
have modern electrical outlets. 

 

Suze Campbell has 
installed two 3’ x 7’ 
handsome bookcases, 
donated by Marc and 
Sally O’Brien. 

They now house the FCIJ Library collection 
and flank the entrance to the connecting ramp 
to the Sanctuary. The change allows a more 
comfortable arrangement of the furniture in 
the living room area.  

Endowment The Investment Advisory Circle 
on Oct. 18 requested Charter Trust to sell 
$25,000 of stocks– the second half of the 
$50,000 withdrawal approved by the 
congregation at the January annual meeting. 
The S&P 500 then was at 29860, near the 
year’s high at the time. As of Oct. 23, the FC 
Endowment market value was $491,883.   

Pipe Organ Repair Larry Nevin, the pipe 
organ builder who has maintained the 1975 
John Wessel organ for many years, has found 
a number of  problems in the electro-
pneumatic organ that need repair. The pipes 
are from a Worcester church and are more 
than a century old.  More than 60 stopper 
leathers need replacing on the 16’ and 8’ flute 
pipes, and there are four high flute notes 
(rarely used) that don’t work. We anticipate 
the work will be done in the three winter 
months while services are in the Parish House. 
The cost is expected to be $5,365.  

Stewardship Sunday is Nov. 17.  The 
Stewardship Task Force is Rev. David Felton, 
Ken Campbell (chair), Carol Hess and 
Treasurer Janet Grant (ex officio). We will be 
sending out a Stewardship letter in early 
November. 

Ken Campbell 
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NEWS FROM THE 

BENEVOLENCE CIRCLE 

When we met in October, all Benevolence 
Circle members agreed that there was 
nothing more satisfying that serving on a 
circle that gives away money! We are proud 
to be part of a church that has always placed 
a high priority on mission and manages to 
dedicate at least 10% of its budget to 
benevolences.  

Five for Five 

One clear indication of this commitment is 
our UCC status as a Five for Five church, a 
designation held by roughly one-third of all 
UCC churches in the U.S.  First Church 
budgets support for OCWM and raises 
money through special offerings for the 
remaining four programs.  

A brief summary -  

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) 
supports vital ministries that bring hope to 
people in the U.S. and around the world, 
such as disaster relief and help for youth and 
leaders in struggling congregations. 

One Great Hour of Sharing channels 
resources for international programs in 
health, education, agriculture development, 
and emergency relief. 

Strengthen the Church supports youth 
ministries and leaders for new churches in 
areas where the UCC does not have a strong 
presence and provides support for existing 
churches’ new initiatives. 

Neighbors in Need supports ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout the U.S., 
including the Council for American Indian 
Ministries. Collected on October 6, this 
special offering raised almost $1,700 
thanks to Rev. Felton’s sermon on his service 
to the Lakota Indians in South Dakota. 

 

 

 

Veterans of the Cross/Christmas Fund 
offers financial support to active and retired 
clergy, lay employees, and surviving spouses 
who face financial difficulties. This offering 
will be collected on Sunday, December 8. 

Wider Church Benevolences 

The Benevolence Circle decided to give the 
$1,000 budgeted by First Church for 
programs that have a broader reach to two 
organizations we have supported in the past.  
The Children’s Literacy Fund will receive 
$600; CLiF is based in Vermont, but 
provides books and library programs 
throughout northern New England. The 
Back Bay Mission in Biloxi will get $400; we 
have supported this group since Diane and 
Luther Durgin traveled to Mississippi to 
help after Hurricane Katrina. Both 
organizations continue to grow and expand 
their services to children and families.  

Thank you for the continued support that 
makes such financial outreach such a major 
commitment. 

Look for Two Special Offerings in 
December 

Sunday December 8   

Veterans of the Cross/Christmas Fund, the 
last of our 5 for 5 offerings 

Sunday, December 22  

Our own Christmas Offering -- Last year we 
divided the offering among the Jaffrey 
Emergency Fund, the Jaffrey Food Bank, 
and the Jaffrey-Rindge Ambulance Service. 
Other ideas for worthy causes are very 
welcome. Please contact Marcia 
Breckenridge, Chair, Benevolence Circle.  
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SCARECROWS + REAL FOLKS 

break bread together 

Held after Sunday worship on October 13, our Harvest Pot Luck luncheon brought more 
than 35 First Church members and friends who sat in clusters of four or six at tables ‘hosted’ 
by cheerful scarecrows.  In fact, before worship that morning some of the scarecrows had 
migrated to the Sanctuary, perching on the altar and waving to all in the pews. 

Many human friends brought quantities of delicious food for sharing!  Organized by Suze 
Campbell, Millie Vigneault, Janet Grant and others, our Parish House serving tables became 
groaning boards offering a broad range of delicacies.  A good time held by all.  The 
scarecrows agree and have asked to be invited next year. 

Carol Hess 
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Upcoming Events! 

 

Mill City Rags Comes to Jaffrey 

Jazz and ragtime aficionados – mark November 17 at 3 pm 
on your calendar for the Mill City Rags concert. Drummer 
Joanne Goerde, who has brought her friends to play at First 
Church in the past, is part of the Mill City Rags. The band 
performs in the Manchester area, but is eager to share its 
upbeat music and enthusiasm with the Monadnock region. 
Bring your family, neighbors, and friends to enjoy great 
music in the ragtime tradition on a Sunday afternoon. No 
reservations are needed. A good will donation ($10 per adult 
is suggested) and will be collected at the door.  

 

As in the past, we will prepare for Advent by decorating the Sanctuary with poinsettias and 
greens for the season that will stay in place through Christmas. This joyous effort requires a 
little help from everyone. On Saturday, November 30, at 10 am we will arrange 
poinsettias, hang wreaths inside and out, put candles in the windows, and add fresh greens to 
the arrangements. 

Could you come for an hour to help on Saturday? Do you have fresh pine, hemlock, spruce 
from your gardens or woods that you could drop off? 

Please email the church office at admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org and let them know if you 
can help. 

 

 

Decorating 

For 

Christmas 

mailto:admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org
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More Upcoming Events! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Electric Earth Holiday Gala 

Electric Earth Concerts will hold its 
holiday gala fundraiser at First 
Church on  

Saturday, December 7 at 4 pm.  

 

The event will feature two-time Grammy-nominated violinist Jesse Mills performing with 
Raman Ramakrishnan, founding cellist of the prize-winning Daedalus Quartet, and pianist 
Rieko Aizawa, the last pupil of the legendary pianist, Mieczysław Horszowski (1892-1993), at 
the Curtis Institute.  A special reception will follow the performance. 

Electric Earth gives affordable public concerts in the Monadnock region that are meant to 
inspire, educate, and entertain, often looking beyond music to its connections to the other arts. 
It also provides music free of charge to groups who members may not easily be able to attend 
public concerts, but who will benefit from the healing and educational power of music. 

For more information on the fundraiser gala, go to electricearthconcerts.org. 

 

 

 

A Christmas Carol Returns 

 to First Church  

Project Shakespeare brings its annual holiday 
production of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
to communities throughout the Monadnock region 
and beyond. Adapted and directed by Deborah  
Shakespeare Thurber, Christopher Commander 

 
will don Scrooge’s top hat in this year’s production featuring 20 students (ages 6- 18) 
promising a “Dickens” of a good time for the entire family fitting the holiday season. 

(continued on page 7) 
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A Christmas Carol Returns.. cont’d 

 Performances run Dec. 13 - 23 and include Saturday, December 14th at 7 pm at the 
First Church in Jaffrey in Jaffrey Center. For a complete list of performances go to 
projectshakespears.org/Current Season. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children 12 and under.  Tickets may be purchased at the 
box office 1/2 hour prior to the show.   

Joining Mr. Commander’s Scrooge is the ensemble cast including Brooke, Molly and Sarah 
Wendy Burman, Kaia and Kaden Colby, Talia Droz, Abigail Hampson, Lilli Helsel, Grace 
Lewis, Helen Martynuska, Alyssia Maki, Harold Thomas McCarthy, Benjamin Michaud, 
Grace & Gabrielle Ramsden, Kadin Rinaldi, Aurora Sousa, Sophia Spingola, Anna Taylor, 
Ella Weinmann, and Katie Whitaker.  

Proceeds from the performances will benefit Project Shakespeare’s theatre education 
programs including students traveling to Stratford, Canada and England to see world-class 
theatre and participate in workshops led by professional actors.  For more information visit 
the web site:  projectshakespeare.org. 

 

Annual Meeting – Save the Date 

The Annual Meeting of the First Church in Jaffrey will be 
held on Sunday February 2, 2020 in the Parish Hall 
immediately following worship.  This congregational 
meeting is the time when we vote on the 2020 budget, 
elect officers, and discuss bylaws to prepare for the year 
ahead.   

 

 

 

 

 

A big Thank You to all of our contributors to 
the November-December Weathervane.  We 

couldn’t do it without you! 

David Felton, Carol Hess, Mary Jo Marvin, 
Geoff Frank,  Ken & Suze Campbell, …and 
others who  contributed! 
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