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  Pastor’s Pen 

Endings and beginning are always wrapped up 
together.  This is the basis of our resurrection faith.  
We believe in new life after death, both in this 
world and the next.  Well, that’s what we say we 
believe.  But sometimes it is hard to imagine new 
life in the face of an ending, particularly when it 
seems there has only been a stream of endings 
with no discernible new life in between. 

I want to reflect upon what has happened over 
these three years we have shared ministry 
together. I want to remember with you the new 
life that has appeared and continues to grow at 
FCiJ. 

We have completed the financial transition and 
created a solid budgeting structure for a strong 
fiscal future. 
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First Church in Jaffrey 

Weathervane 

May – June 2019 

 We have hired a really great administrator 

who is doing a fantastic job of keeping things 

going. 

 We have experimented with a governance 

structure and are now working to create a 

new set of bylaws that will accomplish the 

original goal of simplification and flexibility 

for the church’s current and future 

leadership needs. 

 We are working on the Covenant so that a 

clear identity statement can be adopted and 

used to guide the mission and ministry of 

FCiJ. 

 We have looked at ways to create financial 

sustainability through the use of our 

buildings and now have more people using 

our spaces each month. 
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Pastor’s Pen - continued 

 We have taken in six new members with 

several more joining soon. 

 We have new leadership and fresh ideas for 

the Fair! 

FCiJ should be very proud of these 

accomplishments despite the transitions within 

the pastoral leadership, the passing of key 

members of the congregation, and the health 

challenges experienced throughout our family.   

My commitment to you in our last few months 
together is to continue to support the bylaw 
revision process, to continue doing pastoral 
care, Bible study and Sunday worship, and to 
support the dialog about the church covenant, 
which I believe is so important to your new 
beginning.  And because I will be living in the 
parsonage until I leave, I look forward to having 
coffee, tea, a cocktail or lemonade with you.  
Your place or mine! 

There is new life happening all around just as 
there are flowers bursting from the winter cold 
into the spring warmth. There is new life all 
around us in the peepers and song birds and the 
fresh grass of spring. These are our resurrection 
signs. God is doing new things in and through us 
all the time. Let us trust this promise and keep 
doing our part in the grand scheme of life. 

Peace, 

Robin 

 

 

 

 

It’s Time to Say Goodbye… 

At the end of June, I will be retiring as 
moderator after three and one-half years -- a 
period that has run the gamut from joy to 
disappointment, achievement to loss, 
togetherness to division. We have often become 
so mired in detail and process that we have 
forgotten faith and civility. But in the larger 
picture, First Church can be proud of its ability to 
acknowledge real problems that mainline 
Protestant churches face today and respond, 
even if we don’t always agree on the strategies. 
Under the leadership of Rev. Robin, we have 
experienced worship that both challenges and 
renews faith and offers tangible ways to better 
our community and our world. To work toward 
greater transparency and inclusiveness, we have 
streamlined governance, improved our financial 
systems, and taken a hard look at our bylaws. 

As a member of the bylaws ad hoc group, I have 
been drawn into reading bylaws from many 
different churches. One paragraph on 
membership from a UCC church in Maine 
particularly resonates with me. 

“Membership…means joining with others to 
share our gifts, talents, time, and resources, 
each according to their ability and life 
circumstances. In doing this we listen and strive 
to understand and empathize with each other in 
both our alikeness and our differences. When 
necessary, we forgive each other as God has 
forgiven us.” 

This summer we will also be saying goodbye to 
Rev. Robin, as she moves into a new chapter in 
her life. And, First Church continues on its 
journey as a welcoming community that 
provides a safe space for persons of all faiths.  

Mary Jo  
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News from the Nominating 
Committee 

Marcia Breckenridge, Janet Grant and Travis 
Shattuck have been chosen by a vote taken 
within the Executive Circle to act as your 
Nominating Committee.  Their task is to find 
individuals to take on the responsibilities of 
Moderator and Treasurer of First Church in 
Jaffrey as of July 1, 2019.  They will be meeting 
in early May, and contacting individuals during 
the month. 

Please consider your availability for these 
positions, advising the Committee of your 
interest. 

Janet Grant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T’ai Chi Returns to First Church 

Want to improve balance and strength? The 
“simple movements, postures, and breath 
awareness of T’ai Chi capture the energy of the 
universe and rejuvenate your spirit,” adds David 
Rosen, who also teaches T’ai Chi in Temple and 
at the Bond Wellness Center. The weekly one-
hour class at First Church is held at 4 pm on 
Wednesdays. The group is small and allows time 
and space for individualized instruction. The cost 
is $10 per session, plus a small donation for 
using the Parish Hall.  

No registration required. Just meet at First 
Church in the Parish House. 

Mary Jo Marvin 

 

 

Need brawn or brains for 

summer? 

Call Gene at 603-547-0213 

I have two strong young men available 
for yard work and other small jobs. 

 

 

 

A big Thank You to all of our 
contributors to the May-June 

Weathervane.  We couldn’t do it 
without you! 

Robin Lunn, Mary Jo Marvin, Carol Hess, 
Ken Campbell, Gene Faxon, Marcia 

Breckenridge, Bruce & Pam Hill,        
Janet Grant 
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BENEVOLENCE CIRCLE UPDATE 

At a March 27, 2019, meeting the Benevolence 
circle had the joyous task from deciding where 
$6,100 fair funds would be allocated.  These 
monies are primarily for local worthy causes.  
One of the church’s long-standing commitments 
has been to offer two scholarships to local 
graduating Conant seniors who are enrolling in 
college in the fall.  Conant Guidance Department 
works with us in collecting information from 
students so that we can review the applications.  
The winners of this year will be announced at 
Franklin Pierce Awards Night in June.  We will be 
giving two $1,400 scholarships. 

Local groups receiving money raised by last 
year’s Fair are the following: Home Health Care 
and Hospice, Jaffrey Emergency Fund, Jaffrey 
Food Pantry, Meals on Wheels, Monadnock 
Adult Day Care, MAPS, Monadnock Transitional 
Shelter, Monadnock Center for Violence 
Prevention, Monadnock Community Early 
Learning Center, Monadnock Family Services, 
Shelter from the Storm, Reality Check, Got 
Lunch, and JR Memorial Ambulance Fund. 

This group meets three or four times a year and 
is a joyful time of giving back to the community.  
Please consider joining.  Simply let Marcia 
Breckenridge or the pastor know your interest. 

Marcia Breckenridge  

 

 

 

A Covenant with God and  
One Another 

The Bylaws Task Force is asking 
members and active friends for guidance on 
the wording of the congregation’s covenant.  

The opening sentence of the current 
(2014 Bylaws) covenant reads: “This Church 
exists by virtue of the covenant of its 
members with their Lord, and with one 
another, to live together in Christian 
fellowship and service.”   

The Bylaws Task Force, through clerk 
Carol Hess, has posted in the Parish House a 
display of the current bylaws wording of the 
First Church covenant along with two 
proposed new versions that emerged from the 
March 31 potluck/quarterly meeting. At this 
gathering, more than two dozen members, 
associate members, and friends sat at six card 
tables and together created different versions 
of a covenant based on examples from other 
churches and their own experiences.  

The display asks people who attend 
worship and coffee hour to express their 
preferences for two new versions, and to 
place a colored dot on the one that “best 
reflects your understanding of who we are 
today.” An unanticipated, but very valuable 
side-effect, has been to stimulate more 
interest and conversation about the bylaws 
covenant. We will have at least one more 
opportunity for the congregation to weigh in 
on revisions to the covenant language; please 
watch your e-mail and the Sunday bulletin for 
information on time and place. 

 

Ken Campbell, chair, for the BTF: Sam 
Greene, Carol Hess, Rev. Robin Lunn and 

Mary Jo Marvin  
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Upcoming Events 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Partnering with JaffJam  

JAFFREY FAMILY JAMBOREE, now in its eleventh year, is an 
excellent way to join in an ecumenical spirit with the 
downtown Harvest Christian Fellowship Church in a 
community effort to help local children have free 
backpacks and school supplies.  Last year Marcia 
Breckenridge had the privilege of representing our church 
at JaffJam planning meetings, and several parishioners 
donated to this worthy cause which helped 200 local 
students last year.  

 

 

This year the Benevolence Committee again endorses this excellent community effort which will 
be held on Saturday, August 10.  We don’t have money in our budget for JaffJam, but again ask 
you to make special donations or time and materials. We will sponsor a special offering in June to 
raise funds for school supplies and backpacks so that bulk buying can be done. You can also 
participate by physically helping with various activities on the day of the JAMBOREE. If you have 
further questions about school supply donations, please call Stephanie Kectic of the Harvest 
Church at 603-566-2017 (cell).  Checks can be made out to Harvest Church, P.O. Box 310, Jaffrey, 
NH 03452.   

Marcia Breckenridge, on behalf of the Benevolence Circle 

 

MATS First Annual Trivia Night 

Friday, May 31, 2019 the Monadnock Area 
Transitional Shelter will hold its first annual Trivia 
Night at the Shattuck Golf Club.  The First Church in 
Jaffrey has, for years, supported this worthy 
organization with proceeds from our Church Fair.   
Please see the next page for more information and 
how to register for this fun event. 

Let’s try to organize a table from First 
Church! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

August 7, 2019 for the 103rd 

Annual Summer Fair 

We love to have high quality, beautiful items that will sell well and, in turn, 
benefit the church and the community.  This might be a good time to mosey 
about your house and identify some choice possessions that you could donate. 
Really nice jewelry, special antiques, light and clean furniture, appealing framed 
art work are all welcome.   
 
The sale of some of the Fair valuables from our 2018 Fair has continued via an 
auction company. 
 
There is a possibility of continuing book sales at least for children’s books as part 
of the children’s fair and possibly through sale of high value items if we can find 
someone to preview the books at the donor’s home; please don’t drop off books. 
 
Fair planning meetings have been going on, with the next one planned for May 
(date to be announced), so talk to the planners if you have ideas. 
  
Think sunny warm days ahead! 
 
Bruce and Pam Hill 

 
 



FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE     May - June 2019 Issue 3 
 
 

Page 8 of 9 
 

 

  



FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE     May - June 2019 Issue 3 
 
 

Page 9 of 9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


