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Six thousand miles is a very long way from 
here, and as we come to the end of our time of 
shared ministry I find my throat catching at the 
impending distance between there and all 
whom I love.  I count you in that company.  I 
count you as a part of my family, my tribe, my 
beloved sisters and brothers in Christ. 

But Rumi’s words help me remember that 
because of the love I have for you in my heart 
there is only distance between us, not an end.  
Jesus tried very hard to teach his beloveds that 
his ending was nothing more than a change of 
state, a change of perception, a distance love 
always crosses.  We know this to be true when 
our loved ones leave this mortal coil.   
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We know that our love for them abides no 
matter the distance between this world and 
the next.  We know this when loved ones 
leave for sun-drenched winters or dew-
soaked summers.  We know this when 
children or grandchildren travel far afield.  
We know that love abides no matter the 
distance physically, emotionally or 
spiritually. 

Six thousand miles is a very long way from 
here and yet you will abide in my heart 
always. My gratitude for you abides within 
me always.  I am blessed by your love and I 
pray my love has been a blessing to you as 
well.   

 

Pastor’s Pen 

“Goodbyes are only for those who love with their eyes. Because for those who love 
with heart and soul there is no such thing as separation.” 

             Rumi 
 

 

Welcoming New Members on June 23 –  
Mary Jo Marvin, moderator, Dorothy Davis, Marc O’Brien,  
Ann St Cyr, Sally O’Brien, Tom Warren, Rev. Robin Lunn,  
Ann Marie Warren  
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Pastor’s Pen (continued) 

Until me meet again, on Maui, in Jaffrey or in the mansions beyond this life, 
 I say with my Gaelic ancestors… 

  
The Kula Road on the way to Hana, Maui 
Taken by Robin Lunn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is that feeling when you’re driving 
away from people and they recede on the 
plain till you see their specks dispersing? 
– it’s the too-huge world vaulting us, and 
it’s good-bye. But we lean forward to the 
next crazy venture beneath the skies.” 
Jack Kerouac (On the Road) 
 
Our very best wishes as you walk through a 
new door to discover new friendships and 
new challenges. 
 
Mary Jo Marvin, on behalf of the 
members and friends of First Church  
 
PS: Robin will be traveling lightly in her 
move to Maui, Hawaii, so we don’t want to 
burden her with gifts like framed pictures, 
ceramics, and so forth. But, if you would 
like to help fill a “purse” for her, please 
give your contribution to Janet Grant, our 
Treasurer. If you can help with the July 21 
celebration, please contact Pam Hill. 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

the rains fall soft upon your fields 

and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Abidingly, 

Robin 
 

Those are the words of a well-known song and 
one of the thousands of thoughts expressed in 
songs and stories about farewells. Rev. Robin’s 
last Sunday with First Church will be July 21, 
and we will have a joyous celebration to send her 
off to a new adventure in Hawaii where the 
Makawao Union Church has called her to be 
their full-time pastor.  

Thank you, Robin, for traveling with us over the 
last three years. We’ve been together through 
personal loss and recovery and celebrating 
traditions from the past while seeking changes to 
adapt to the future.  We’ve listened to sermons 
that inspire, educate, and challenge. Practical 
guidance on things financial and governance – 
issues most consider boring – has allowed First 
Church to take critical steps to bolster the real-
time foundation that supports spiritual growth 
and community service. And then there’s love, 
spiritual uplift, and friendship – that’s what 
binds us together – and makes us so sad to see 
you leave. 

 

It’s Hard to Say Goodbye ♫ 
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Moving Forward… 

Bylaws Task Force 

Since the last newsletter, the Task Force has 
made considerable progress, with much 
thanks to the congregation’s enthusiastic 
involvement in finetuning the language of 
the Covenant, a keystone of the bylaws. The 
current version, as printed below, is truly a 
congregational document that describes the 
ethnos of First Church today. 

We covenant with one another and 
with God, as members and friends of 
The First Church in Jaffrey, to unite 
in Christian fellowship, worship and 
service, exemplifying the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.  

We covenant to communicate openly 
and respectfully, seeking a vision for 
our church in the world.  Like our 
forebears, we depend on the Grace of 
God and the Holy Spirit to lead, 
inspire, and empower us to love one 
another and to seek peace and justice.   

All who wish to be in covenant with 
us are welcome regardless of age, 
race, ethnicity, sexual or gender 
identity or expression, physical or 
mental ability, education or economic 
status. 

The First Church in Jaffrey is a 
member of the United Church of 
Christ and as such, shares a common 
goal to be in covenant with the 
church universal and all of God’s 
creation.  

The Bylaws Task Force is moving on to the 
sections on Membership, aided by the 
conversations that occurred at the reception 
for new members on June 20 and the liturgy 
that was created by Rev. Robin for the 
subsequent Sunday. The Task Force 
continues to meet regularly, with the goal of 
having the sections on governance ready to 
present to the quarterly   

 

 

 

to present to the quarterly meeting in 
September, again after some group 
discussions that have proved to be 
invaluable in this endeavor.   

Ken Campbell had to resign as chair due to 
the pressures of other commitments, but 
his research on bylaws and processes 
provided the foundation for the work being 
done. He will continue as an advisor. 

Bylaws Task Force: Sam Greene, Carol 
Hess, Mary Jo Marvin, Rev. Robin 

 

Interim Minister Search Begins 

The Executive Circle began the search for 
an Interim Minister on May 21, shortly 
after a very helpful meeting with Rev. 
Richard Slater from the UCC NH 
Conference.  

Completing the Interim Ministry 
application was a cooperative effort by 
members of the EC; it was finished, 
reviewed, and sent to the NH UCC in early 
June. We are looking for a half-time or ¾ 
time minister, who hopefully would live in 
the parsonage. Rev. Slater commented that 
the application was strong and the 
compensation package attractive. The EC 
also decided that three people – Geoff 
Frank, Janet Grant, and Mary Jo Marvin – 
would be the initial review team to read 
applications and conduct initial interviews. 
So far First Church has received three 
“profiles” from interested ministers. More 
are expected, especially since many 
ministers have been involved in the UCC 
National Synod in Milwaukee which ran 
from June 21 to June 25. 

The Worship Circle has done an amazing 
job in finding individuals to conduct 
worship through September 8, and you can 
check that schedule in this newsletter. The 
goal is to have an Interim Minister in place 
by mid-September. 
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Scholarships Awarded to Conant Grads 

Thursday, June 14 was a giving time for First 
Church in Jaffrey when two 2019 Conant 
graduates received scholarships for $1,400 
each.  Arianna Wentworth is known to the 
congregation through her participation in 
the plays presented by Project Shakespeare 
in our sanctuary and her Woods Scholarship 
Award for travel to Stratford and London.  
Her dream is to perform on Broadway, and 
she will pursue a drama major at Hofstra.  In 
addition to her thespian involvement, 
Arianna has also been part of Conant’s 
Destination Through Imagination program 
and has contributed to her school in a wide 
variety of ways.   

Mariah Chamberlain has been a Student 
Council representative during her four years 
at Conant and is now president of that 
group.  She is also an athlete and says 
winning the state championship girls’ 
basketball tournament in 2018 will always 
be a special memory.  In addition, Mariah 
has been part of the Buddy Program 
involved with fourth graders in Mrs. 
Springfield’s class.  This connecting of a high 
school mentor and friend with a younger 
student shows Mariah’s joy in helping 
others.  She will attend Endicott College with 
the goal of career in nursing.  

What a joy and hope for the future to be a 
part of financial aid to such deserving young 
women!   What an outstanding example of 
the important contribution of annual Fair 
funds. 

Marcia Breckenridge, Benevolence Circle 

 

 

 

 

 

Arianna, Marcia, and Mariah at Awards Night 

 

The First Church in Jaffrey 
2019 Summer Sunday Schedule 

All services start at 10:30 a.m. with a Music 
Prelude at 10:20 a.m. 

 
July 7, 14, 21 - Rev. Robin Lunn 

July 28 (Laban Ainsworth weekend) 
Rev. Robert Kyte, joined by Rev. Bancroft 
Greene, representing the Ainsworth/Greene 
family 

August 4 (Communion Sunday) 
Music Sunday – Gene Faxon, Minister of Music 
Joined by Rev. Diane Durgin 

August 11 - Rev. Marvin Caldwell 

August 18 – Rev. Ilona Kwiecien 

August 25 – Rev. Dr. Nelson (Jim) Howard 

September 1 (Communion Sunday) 
Rev. Leaf Seligman 
Joined by Rev. Suzanne Lamport 

September 8  
Rev. R. Cassius Webb 
Joined by Rev. Anne Webb 

Pastoral Care July 22 – September 15 
Provided by Rev. Suzanne Lamport  
and Rev. Ilona Kwiecien 
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  Summer Events 

Celebrate Laban Ainsworth 
on July 27 

On July 27, the Meetinghouse and First 
Church will host a special event to celebrate 
the publication of Laban Ainsworth, A Life, 
written in 1990 by Jean Waterbury who died 
before it could be published.  Ainsworth was a 
pastor of the First Church in Jaffrey and 
maintained that position for 75 years before 
he passed away at age 100.  Waterbury’s 
brother Whit asked the Jaffrey Historical 
Society, through Rob Stephenson, if it would 
be interested in editing and publishing the 
manuscript.  Naturally the JHS agreed; Rob 
has proofed the text, added photos, and 
worked with Savron Graphics to produce the 
book. The JHS will print at least 25 spiral 
bound copies for sale, along with a few 
hardbound presentation copies.    

On July 27 the book launch will be open to 
the public at 7:30 PM at the Meetinghouse, 
while many of Ainsworth’s descendants, the 
Greene family, are still in town after their 
annual gathering.  The program will include a 
presentation of history and photos from the 
book, followed by remarks by three members 
of the Greene family, David Torrey, Whit 
Waterbury, and Mary Jo Marvin, as historian 
of First Church. Following the program, the 
JHS will host a reception in the First Church 
Parish House.  
 
Rob Stephenson will conduct a short tour of 
Ainsworth grave sites in the Old Burying 
Ground at 7:00 PM just prior to the program. 

 
. 
 

 

 

Amos Fortune Forum 

The Amos Fortune Forum series of 
lectures begins July 5 and continues 
every Friday night through August 16. 
The lectures start promptly at 8 PM in 
the Meetinghouse, and are followed by a 
reception in the First Church Parish 
House. For more information about this 
year's speakers and topics, view 
https://amosfortune.com/ 

Amos Fortune was a member of First 
Church in Jaffrey and a friend of Laban 
Ainsworth, our first pastor. He and his 
wife are buried in the Old Burying 
Ground adjacent to the Meetinghouse.  

The Forum series was started in 1946 by 
a group of friends led by the Minister of 
First Church, Rev. Anders G. Lund. 
According to Fifty Years of the Amos 
Fortune Forum by Theodore P. Greene, 
these individuals were sitting around the 
kitchen table of the parsonage talking 
and agreed that “the men of the summer 
community in Jaffrey Center should have 
some project to equal the very successful 
Church Fair” produced by the women. 
The result was a lecture series to explore 
the serious issues of the day that would 
honor Amos Fortune, a free black man 
who was a skilled tanner and respected 
citizen. 

 

 

 

https://amosfortune.com/


FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE     July-August 2019 Issue 4 
 
 

Page 6 of 11 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Help Wanted with the 103
rd

 Fair 

August 7, 1 – 4 PM 
 

  

Contributions 

 
The Fair is seeking antiques, high-end 

collectibles, fine linens, and quality jewelry.  

This year we cannot accept pillows, yarn, 

bedspreads, sheets, towels, blankets, or fabric.  

 

The book sale has been suspended this year so 

please don't bring any books. 
 

 

The Fair is also seeking good quality furniture. No large 

pieces, overstuffed, sofas, recliners, or items that are 

difficult for us to move.  The pieces must be in saleable 

condition and not in need of repair or refinishing.  

 

Please talk with Bruce Hill  about review and scheduling  

delivery or pickup.  
 

Donations of money are also appreciated to support the 

Children's Fair as well as publicity and the police detail.  

We want the fair to be a fun and safe time for everybody. 

 

The Fair is looking for good artwork (particularly 

landscapes), framed prints and picture frames. 

 

 

How You Can Help 
 

 

 

Garden treasures, including plants, ornaments, tools and other outdoor items are sought.  If you are 

dividing cherished perennials, please consider donating to the Fair. 

 

The Bakery will welcome home-made and wrapped pastries, breads, sauces, jams, and other 

delicious prepared foods.  Additionally, a few decoratively packaged items might appeal to some 

shoppers.  Please deliver your fresh goodies to Sylvia Wednesday morning. 
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Getting Ready for the Fair 
 

Workers are needed for each of the venues, the leaders 

cannot do this work alone! 
 

Sunday, Aug. 4
th

, we will take the time usually reserved 

for Coffee Hour for some Fair preparations.  At 1:00 PM, 

with Cody's help we will move tables etc. out of attic and 

set them up in and around the Meetinghouse. 

 

Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 5
th

 & 6
th

, we will be 

arranging and pricing items in the Meetinghouse and art 

items in the Sanctuary. Tools and electronics will be 

stored on the Meetinghouse stage. 
 

Monday Aug. 5
th

 is the most convenient day for us to receive donated items for the Fair, directly to 

the venue locations.  Earlier alternatives are July 27
th

, 9 – 11;  Aug. 1
st
, 12 – 2;  Aug. 3

rd
, 9 – 11, all at 

the rear of the Parsonage. 
 

 

Help on Fair Day, August 7th 

 

All of the Fair venues will be busy with last 

minute pricing and arranging merchandise. 

 

Luncheon will be served at 12 noon.  Fair workers 

should line up at 11:45 to be served first. 
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Immediately after the Fair closes (4:00 PM), unsold items will be sorted as follows: items kept for next 
year's Fair, items donated to other nonprofits for their sales and items to be trashed.  This is the time 
when fresh, dedicated workers can help with the task of packing and cleaning up that would be so 
highly appreciated by tired leaders! 
 
If you haven't volunteered or been recruited, please contact a Section Leader or Bruce Hill at 
bwhill1947@gmail.com. The hours are flexible, the pay nonexistent, and the personal satisfaction is 
outstanding! 
 

Thanks to Our Section Leaders! 
 
Antiques & Collectibles Anne Webb, Gwen Gundlach, & Patty Scholl 
Art                Sally Larsen 
Bakery         Sylvia Hamilton 
Children's Fair            Lyn Frederick 
Children's White Elephant             Linda Grant 
Electronics & Tools       Bruce Larsen & Gene Faxon 
Furniture             Randy Morse 
Finances                Janet Grant 
Luncheon                   Pam Hill 
Publicity         Communications Circle 
Snack Bar                Nancy Eller-Wilfrid & Dan Wilfrid 
Tickets            David Trimble 
Welcome Table                 Carol Hess 
White Elephant            Betsy Trimble 
 

 

After the Fair is Over 
 

mailto:bwhill1947@gmail.com
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SUMMER FAIR LUNCHEON 
 

The 103rd Summer Fair is just around the corner and with that comes the Luncheon!  I am 
trying to streamline it a bit but I still need many pairs of hands to pull it off.  

 How can you help?  

 Here are a few ways: 
... Bake cookies or bars for the dessert. 
… Bring flowers on the morning of the luncheon to decorate the tables. 
... Sign up to help from  

   10 am to 12  Prepping fruit/cheese plates 
   10 am to 2    Prepping and serving  
   2 to 4     Clean up 

… The entrees this year will be 
 A Roasted Vegetable Lasagna with side salad, sticky bun, watermelon slice, dessert and drink  
OR 
A Fresh Summer Fruit and Assorted Cheese plate with crackers, sticky bun, dessert and drink. 
 
We’ll prep the fruit/cheese plates in the morning and store the plates on sheet pans in a baker’s 
rack.  By having one entree done ahead of time it will make serving much easier. 
If you want to help but can’t be on your feet, morning work and serving can be sit down jobs.  
Please consider helping to make this year’s luncheon another success!  
 
Thanks, Pam 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

A big Thank You to all of our contributors to 
the July-August Weathervane.  We couldn’t 

do it without you! 

Robin Lunn, Mary Jo Marvin, Geoff Frank, 
Marcia Breckenridge, Bruce & Pam Hill,    
Janet Grant 



FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE     July-August 2019 Issue 4 
 
 

Page 10 of 11 
 

  



FIRST CHURCH IN JAFFREY WEATHERVANE     July-August 2019 Issue 4 
 
 

Page 11 of 11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


