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 Greetings from our Interim Minister 

"Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, 

you are welcome here." 

I have been overwhelmed by your warm welcome and 

generous hospitality.  Even though I've only been here 

a few days I already feel at home among you.  I am 

sensing already that you are good people and that we 

will work well together.  I am looking forward to our 

ministry together. 

The interim contract that I signed with the church says 

that our ministry will be for one year.  Life is short and 

life is precious.  Let us use the time God has given us 

in the best ways possible.  My prayers are with each 

one of you as we enter this time of ministry together. 

David 
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Memo from the Moderator 

2019 – A YEAR OF TRANSITION 
 AND PROGRESS 

This year has seen transition and emergences for 
the First Church in Jaffrey.  Energies generated 
this spring as we explored what it means to be 
connected with one another in a faith community 
startled some folks.   However, I and many 
others were encouraged about our future.  
Sharing with open hearts and minds about that 
term ‘covenant’ energized important 
conversations and brought our church 
community to a robust place from which to 
welcome our Interim Minister Rev. David Felton.   

After Rev. Robin’s departure in mid-July, a 
succession of FCiJ clergy friends, along with 
Minister of Music Gene Faxon, challenged our 
minds and kept our hearts focused on working 
together to develop future directions for this 
congregation.  Thank you, especially, to Suzanne 
Lamport and Ilona Kwiecien for providing 
pastoral support as needed during this bridge 
period! 

At a very informal gathering in the Parish House 
late Labor Day afternoon, our Interim Minister 
David Felton had an opportunity to shake hands 
and chat with many members and friends of our 
church community.  David had arrived after a 
multiple-day car journey just the afternoon 
before, but his household goods, alas, have not. 
Hopefully they will come soon, and he will be 
settled in the Parsonage before his first Sunday 
worship service on September 15.  

Contributors to our “circles” are encouraged to 
bring others to gatherings being organized for 
late September.  These meetings are open to all 
who are interested in the topics/areas such as 
Missions/Benevolences, Hospitality, and 
Worship.  Join the choir, if you like to 

 

 

 

 

sing.  Even if you’re not able to participate 
regularly, the group meets at 9 a.m. each 
Sunday and works on the music for that 
day. The Bible Study will start up soon, 
depending on everyone’s schedules.  

Trustees have focused on preparing the 
Parsonage for its new resident before 
moving on to the fall budgeting and 
stewardship tasks.  The By-laws task force 
will meet to develop recommendations 
about continuing and enhancing the 
organizational structure that has been in 
place over the past two years.  The 
Communications Committee is working 
on several fronts to update our outreach 
materials and fine-tune the website.   
There will be a Third Quarter Meeting 
(now moved back to the last Sunday in 
September) where some of those 
developments will be shared.  The longer-
term goal is to arrive at a place where 
revised bylaws can be approved and 
elections held for officers.  

Blessings and good wishes for loads of 
colorful leaves this Fall.  See you in the 
Pews, and please migrate into the Parish 
House for Coffee Hour.  Oh, have you 
thought about signing up to help with 
greeting folks as they come to Sunday 
worship, or contributing flowers, or 
getting together with some others to 
provide goodies to nibble on as we visit? 

  Carol 
  Interim Moderator 
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Rev. David Felton meets members at 
      “Tea and Cookies” reception 
 
On Labor Day, 28 members and friends of 
First Church met and talked with Rev. David 
K. Felton, First Church’s interim minister 
for the next year, at a “tea and cookies” 
Parish House reception. David’s first sermon 
will be Sept. 15.  He has toured the 
parsonage and expects that his moving van 
will arrive in Jaffrey before or by Sept. 13.   
 
David comes to us from Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, where he was the conference 
minister and became close friends with his 
successor, the Rev. Gordon Rankin.  Gordon 
is now the NHUCC Conference minister who 
preached at First Church in June, and 
helped persuade David to come to Jaffrey. 
David will stay with the Rankins in the 
Concord, NH area for some days while 
waiting for a call from his moving company. 
 

 

In South Dakota, which has 13 Lakota 
Indian churches, David helped ease years of 
tension between the Lakota people and the 
white community. The result was an historic 
celebration in which the UCC ordained 
the three most senior Lakota pastors. Under 
his leadership, the South Dakota Conference 
returned lands to the Lakota people which 
the South Dakota Conference had held in 
trust for many years. 
 
First Church Moderator Carol Hess said, 
“David is so genuine. He looks you in the eye 
and comes back with gentle humor and 
insightful questions.” 

David has served as minister to 
congregations in Rutland, VT; Henderson, 
CO; Anthony, KS; and Indianapolis, IN. He 
has been a chaplain in Houston’s Texas 
Medical Center, and has taught world 
religions and the history of religion at the 
college level for eight years. David has been 
a conference minister for more than 
30 years in UCC state and regional 
conference headquarters based in St. Louis, 
MO; Austin, TX; Syracuse, NY; Buffalo, NY; 
and Sioux  Falls, SD. David is now a member 
of Bridger UCC on the Lakota Nation’s  
Cheyenne River Reservation in Bridger, SD. 
 
His education includes a BA from Kansas 
State University, a BD from the Oberlin 
Graduate School of Theology,  Advanced 
CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education)  from 
Houston’s Institute of  Religion and Human 
Development, and a D.Min. (Doctorate in 
Ministry) degree from Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis. 
 
Welcome, David,  
 to First Church in Jaffrey! 

- Ken Campbell 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. David Felton  hangs in the First Church 
parsonage a painted buffalo skull, a gift from 
Lakota Nation friends in honor of his work in 
restoring their tribal lands, ordaining three 
Lakota pastors, and healing the tense 
relationship  between the white and Lakota  
communities in South Dakota.   
  Photo by Suze Campbell. 
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Aloha Beloved FCiJ Family! 
 
I am writing to you from Talent, Oregon, 
where I am visiting my friend Laura Lee 
Kent (doing laundry and getting my car 
ready to ship!) before my final leg to 
Oakland and then on to Maui. I have held 
you close as I travel across this vast 
continent of ours.  From the expanses of the 
prairie to the grandure of the Tetons I have 
felt held by the beautiful send-off I received 
on July 21st.   
 
Thank you for the beautiful service - the 
music, the lei, and your beautiful faces!  
Thank you for the fellowship - the GF Cake, 
the decorations, and the gifts.  I so look 
forward to setting my new home up and 
watching your pictures come across my 
computer/TV screen, as well as sharing 
these images and the stories with my new 
family at Makawao Union Church.  And the 
generosity of your financial gift has made the 
trip easy and without worry.   
 
I wish I could bring you all with me, but will 
settle for reading the Weathervane and 
website.  If you so desire, you can follow the 
happenings on the MUC facebook page or 
website.   
 
Until we are together again, 
Aloha nui loa, 
Robin 
 
 

 

 

TRUSTEE REPORT 
 
Cocoplum Appliance of Keene installed a 
new Amana washer and dryer in the 
Parsonage laundry Aug. 30 and leveled the 
refrigerator on the kitchen floor as the 
Trustees prepared the historic Parsonage for 
its new occupant, Rev. Dr. David K. Felton. 
Trustee Gwen Gundlach supervised and 
touched up paint on the lamp post and 
elsewhere. New church member Tom 
Warren volunteered to give the Parsonage 
porch steps two new coats of gray paint. 
Rev. Felton washed some clothes in the 
economical washer-dryer on Labor Day and 
said it was the best washer-dryer he had  
ever used.  
  
The Trustees have been busy elsewhere in 
the church buildings. We have corrected a 
major water leak, and have installed three 
high-seat, low-water use toilets: one in the 
Narthex, one in the downstairs Parsonage 
and one upstairs in the Master bathroom. 
Electrician Scott Ellis fixed an electrical 
problem in the Parish House kitchen.  The 
Oreck vacuum cleaner works well after a 
visit to the Vacuum Store. 
  
Downstairs in the Parish House office, there 
are two tables for sorting - one for the 
history archives and one for collating 
materials generated by the office computer 
and copier. Linda Grant Reiman is helping 
Suze make new signs for various places 
around the church. 

- Ken Campbell, Trustee Chair       
   Photo by Carol Hess  
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Choristers visit Maritime Canada! 

The Monadnock Chorus commemorated its sixtieth anniversary by taking a concert tour 

August 13-17 to perform Requiem for the Living by Dan Forrest at churches in St. Andrews 

and St. John, New Brunswick, as well as Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.  Local 

choristers sang with them at each venue. 

Tourist highlights included spotting whales from the ferry to Grand Manan Island, busing over 

the seabed to Ministers Island, visiting Green Gables and encountering beautiful formal 

gardens in many of the cities visited.  Also on the trip were Debby Kaiser and Joan Epro, who 

have sung with the FCiJ choir, as well as Jill Slocum, who has served as organist for FCiJ. 

 Travis Shattuck 

 

 

FCiJ on the Monadnock Chorus road trip:  Geoff Frank, chorus singers: Suzanne Lamport, Travis Shattuck, Millie 

Vigneault, and Janet Grant (missing are  Judy Lessard and Jill Slocum) 

 

 

Concert at the Park Royal United Church in Charlottetown, 

Prince Edward Island 
 

 

Judy Lessard descends the stairs to the bridge 

to the Grand Manan Island lighthouse 
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Elsie Strickland, granddaughter Caroline 

and Ann St.Cyr setting up the luncheon 

 

 

Sally and Bruce Larsen setting up the Art Gallery 

  

 

Thanks for the 103rd Summer Fair 

The 103rd Annual Summer Fair in Jaffrey Center was a success! We had good crowds and 

two hours of sunshine before the rains came! In spite of the weather, our outstanding 

leaders and workers persevered and worked tirelessly to fulfill our Fair mission. 

 Thank you to all who worked so hard! FCiJ sponsors the Fair, but more than half of the 75 

leaders, workers, and donors come from the greater Jaffrey and Monadnock area 

communities.  

In keeping with tradition, one-half of net proceeds from the fair are donated to local social 

service and nonprofit agencies.  This year preliminary estimates indicate that the fair raised 

close to $8,000. A few expenses are outstanding, and sale revenues from special items 

continues to come in. For an event that is open to the public for 3 hours, that’s quite 

remarkable! 

Our thanks go to the individuals who gave of their time, effort, or cash to make the Fair a 

success. Whether it is by financial contribution, merchandise donation, manual labor, sales, 

or purchases, we appreciate your support. Counselors from Camp Wanocksett, Scouts from 

Jaffrey Troop 33, and girls from Camp Wa-Klo all provided valuable assistance. Corporate 

donors include Monadnock Disposal, Belletetes, Hill Family Insurance, Hampsey & Grenier 

Real Estate, Despres Real Estate, Tieger Real Estate, Coll’s Garden Center, and Daffodils 

Flower Shop. Many thanks for your generosity.  

Cody Gordon and his employees from Gordon Services once again provided the manpower 

to move tables, chairs, and materials essential to Fair preparation and clean up. These heavy 

items are now beyond the capability of most senior Fair workers and the whole event is 

dependent on this wonderful community service offered by Cody and his band of able-

bodied strongmen. 

 With gratitude, 

 Bruce & Pam Hill 

 

Our Fair Leaders and Workers in Action 
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Millie Vigneault, Pam Hill, and Ann St. Cyr serving 

at the luncheon 

 

 

Dorrie Upton with kitchen goods in the 

Meetinghouse 

 

… And they came! 

 

Brisk business with the baked goods 

 

Art sales in the Sanctuary 

 

The Children's Fair was busy before the rain 

 

 

Randy Morse, Janet Grant, and Skip Cornelius 

at the furniture sale 
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Gene Faxon and Nancy Elder-Wilfrid  with the 

hot dog stand 

 

 

The Model T drives by First Church 

 

A Well-Deserved Rest 

 

Bruce Hill and Rick Stein celebrate another 

great First Church Summer Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

A big Thank You to all of our contributors to the 
September-October Weathervane.  We couldn’t do it 

without you! 

David Felton, Robin Lunn, Carol Hess, Mary Jo 
Marvin, Geoff Frank, Travis Shattuck, Ken & Suze 
Campbell, Bruce & Pam Hill…and others who 
contributed! 
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October 6 - Neighbors in Need 
Special Offering 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 
mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ that supports ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United 
States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry. 
Two-thirds of this offering is used by the 
UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants. Neighbors in Need grants 
are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to 
address systemic injustice. This year, 
special consideration again will be given 
to projects focusing on serving our 
immigrant neighbors and communities.  

First Church, like most UCC congregations, 
will receive the NIN offering on October 
6, 2019. Please look for special envelopes 
and flyers in your bulletin and in the Parish 
Hall. For detailed information, go to 
www.ucc.org/nin. Checks should have NIN 
written in the memo line. 

 

Neighbors in Need – continued 

First Church for many years has been 
recognized for being a “5 for 5” church 
because we provide support to  Our 
Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) and 
Special Mission Offerings: One Great Hour 
of Sharing, Strengthen The Church, 
Neighbors In Need and The Christmas 
Fund. While we budget for the OCWM, 
support for other UCC mission programs 
depends on donations from members and 
friends.  

 

 

September 8 - White Crosses 
on the Lawn 

At 3 p.m. Sunday Sept. 8th, the United 
Church of Jaffrey, will be placing and 
dedicating white crosses on the lawn in 
front of their sanctuary and parish house to 
honor individuals who perished in mass 
shootings during 2019. Everyone is 
welcome to participate in this special 
memorial gesture. 

 

Flowers for the Mitchells 

The altar flowers on August 25 were 

honoring the lives of three souls well lived 

– Bob and Hilda Mitchell, who would have 

been celebrating their 76th anniversary and 

their son Gary, who died in March of this 

year. 
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