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Looking Back, Looking Forward 
From Rev. Robin 

As we turn to the New Year and 
wonder what God is calling us to in 
2019, let us first reflect on the year 
past. 

2018 was a year filled with 
transitions.  We said goodbye to a 
number of beloved members and 
friends: David Barlow, Thomas 
Forman, Tuck Gilbert, Tom Gundlach, 
Dan Leavitt, Helen Schink, Dorothy 
Ball, and Krystyna Kwiecien.  These 
losses have left a huge hole in our 
hearts and we continue to hold their 
families and friends in our prayers. 

We also said farewell to Rev. Shayna 
Appel.  Throughout 2018 she led Bible 
Study and worship twice a month.  
She continued to do pastoral 
visitation and care along with 
officiating the memorial services for 
Tom Forman, Tom Gundlach and 
Krystyna Kwiecien.   

   
 

Shayna co-officiated with Rev. Robin 
Lunn at Tuck Gilbert’s service.  She 
finished her time with First Church 
on December 16th and is now able to 
focus on her other congregation, All 
Souls Unitarian Church in 
Brattleboro, as well as a new podcast 
project.   

We completed the transition from 
Cahaba to Quick Books in 2018.  This 
project has been in the works for 
two years and we are grateful for 
Geoff Frank’s involvement and his 
suggestion that we hire Sandy Bibace 
as our consultant to finalize the 
transition.  Thanks to the entire 
Quick Books conversion team for 
sticking with this project!  Janet 
Grant, Judy Lessard, Sandy Bibace, 
Geoff Frank and I made up the team.   

In 2018 we saw a transition to 
greater use of our buildings.  Apple 
Hill used our sanctuary as did Electric 
Earth for wonderful chamber music 
events.  There were many private 
functions in our Parish House as well 
as Tai Chi, Sr. Exercise, AA and now 
bridge. Project Shakespeare 
performed three times over the year 
and we hosted an outside wedding.   
We were also a major sponsor of the 
Willa Cather celebration on October 
19-20, hosting a concert and play as 

 

 
   

 
 

Annual Meeting January 27 
 See Page 2 for details 

 
Also in this issue: 

Looking Back, Looking Forward – 
Page 1 

Food For Thought – Page 2 

Contributor Thank You – Page 2 

Shayna’s Fairwell – Page 3 

Annual Meeting Time – Page 3 

Calendars – Page 4 - 5 
 a part of the overall celebration. 
The weather did not cooperate that 
day, and the Parish Hall became a 
sanctuary of warmth and food.  

We continued with winter worship 
in the Parish House with an 
average of 30 people each week.  
The feeling of intimacy continued, 
and folks loved being able to hear 
better since we sit close together.  
We moved back into the Sanctuary 
on Palm Sunday and enjoyed 
worship from late spring to 
December 30th in our beautiful 
space. 
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We continue working toward a 
governance structure that supports 
who we are at this time in our lives.  A 
bylaw revision team has been formed 
(Thanks Ken Campbell, Sam Green, 
Mary Jo Marvin) and we will begin 
working on this document in January.   

Our discernment and cottage 
meetings continued in 2018, but we 
suspended that work in the fall as we 
turned our attention to pastoral 
transitions, acknowledging the time 
and attention that this required.  And 
while Pastor Shayna and I both 
worked hard to keep our separation 
from affecting our ministry with FCiJ, 
we know that this transition had a 
significant impact on our forward 
momentum in the second half of 
2018.  My hope is that we can 
recommit to this effort in the first few 
months of 2019. 

Transitions, although painful at times, 
invite us to discover the gifts of the 
new even as we are surrounded by the 
familiar. May we find in the 
transitions of 2018 the gifts of 
renewed courage and vision for the 
road ahead.  And may we be enfolded 
by our love for one another as we 
discern together God’s call. 

 (excerpted from the Pastor’s 2018 
Report) 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

WEATHERVANE 

CONTRIBUTORS! 

Mary Jo Marvin, Rev. Robin Lunn, 
Sylvia Hamilton, Carol Hess, 
Shayna Appel 

 

 

 
 
   
 

January 6, 2019 

To All Members: 

The Annual Meeting of The First 
Church in Jaffrey will be held in the 
Parish House on Sunday, January 27, 
2019 immediately following the 
Worship Service.  

The purpose of this meeting is to: 

- Receive and vote on reports 
for the year; 

- Vote on the proposed 2019 
Budget; 

- Vote on officers (moderator, 
vice-moderator, clerk, 
treasurer); 

- Suspend bylaw provisions in 
“Article IV. Officers and 
Committees” until revisions 
are presented by the bylaw 
task force at a future 2019 
special meeting;  

- And to undertake such other 
actions that may legally 
come before the meeting. 

All members and friends are invited 
to attend. However, only members 
and associate members can vote.  

Sylvia J. Hamilton, Clerk 

 

 

 

 
 

Food for Thought 

In a December 16, 2018 article 
by Laura Turner in the New 
York Times, the author talks 
about how in the modern world 
you don’t have to leave the 
comfort of home to interact 
with other people. You can 
watch movies, order food, 
catch up on the news, and even 
go to an online church service. 
However, Turner argues that 
“we can all be members of a 
body best when we are all 
together – we can mourn when 
we observe and wipe away 
tears, just as we can rejoice 
when we can share smiles and 
have face-to-face 
conversations.” 

She goes on to cite studies that 
attending religious services on 
a regular basis correlate with 
better sleep, lower blood 
pressure in older adults, and a 
reduced risk of suicide. Who 
knew? 

She concludes with “This, then, 
is the beauty of church: not 
that it is perfect or convenient 
or fits easily into my life but 
that without it, my life would 
be deficient. I could still believe 
in God without the church, 
could celebrate Christmas 
without it, or go once a year. 
But I don’t believe I would truly 
be a Christian without the real, 
in-person, Sunday morning 
church.” 

See you on Sunday? 

Mary Jo Marvin, Moderator 

Reference:  “Internet Church 
Isn’t Really Church” by Laura 
Turner 
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"You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. "         2 Corinthians 9:11 
 

 
 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as one of your ministers for a time.  You will be in my heart and my 
prayers forever.  I am hoping for you a smooth transition into the next chapter of FCiJ’s life together and I love you 
all! 

With a grateful heart- 
 Shayna  
 

 
Copies of the Annual Report will be available at the church by January 20. If you would like one sent electronically, 
please e-mail admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org.  

Please take time to read the report! The range of issues that we have grappled with and the progress we have 
made are amazing. For example, First Church:  

- changed its financial recordkeeping system from Cahaba Works to QuickBooks. This was a major 
undertaking initiated a few years ago that consumed inestimable hours in meetings, research, computer 
expertise, money for a consultant, and just hard work to understand the accounts and realign them for 
transparency and ease in reporting; 

- Redesigned the web site and the newsletter to make them more informative and attractive;  

- Created detailed sign-up sheets to offer a variety of opportunities for everyone to participate in Sunday 
worship; 

- Improved our recycling practices and used fewer disposable items; 

- Held the 102nd Fair; 

- Gave away more than $14,000; 

- Held worship services every Sunday with excellent sermons and great music; 
And more. 

We are still working on the nominations for officers at the time of this newsletter. Members and associate members 
should receive a letter and proxy form soon.  

 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church in Jaffrey: 

This short passage from 2 Corinthians captures beautifully the feeling in my 
heart as I reflect on our ministry together and on the extravagant farewell 
you all threw for me!  I have truly been enriched in every way by you all, and 
by your generosity I may be generous and thankful to God. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  If all that we had shared together in 
ministry was what I left with, that would have been enough.  If I left with our 
shared ministry on my heart and a wonderful party, THAT would have been 
enough.  But I left with my memories of our shared ministry, a party like 
nothing I’ve ever seen - seriously, such a creative table of love - and your gift 
of a check that was pretty close to knocking me out of my chair when I 
opened it! What can I say?  You really have enriched me in every way!!!!   
 

The Annual Meeting Rolls Around  

First Church’s annual meeting is January 27 following worship in the Parish House.  See 
Page two for the official Call.  The pastor, all officers, and heads of our circles have 
written their annual reports describing the trials and accomplishments of 2018. 

mailto:admin@firstchurchinjaffrey.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 

4:00pm Tai Chi 

 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

3 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

4 5 

6 

10:30 Worship & 
Communion  

  

 

7 8 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

9 

4:00pm Tai Chi 

 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

10 

10:00am Bible Study 

 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

11 12 

 

13 

10:30 Worship 

 

14 15 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

16 

4:00pm Tai Chi 

 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

17 

10:00am PRC 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

18 

2:30pm Worship 
Circle 

19 

 

20 

10:30 Worship 

 

Executive Circle 
Meeting after 
Worship 

21 22 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

23 

4:00pm Tai Chi 

 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

24 

10:00am  Bible 
Study 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

25 26 

27 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

28 29 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

30 

4:00pm Tai Chi 

 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

31 

 

  

       

 

January 2019 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 

10:30 Worship & 
Communion  

 

 

4 5 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

6 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

7 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

 

8 9 

 

10 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

11 12 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

13 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

14 

10:00amBible Study 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

18 19 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

20 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

21 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

22 23 

 

24 

 

10:30 Worship 

 

25 

 

26 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

27 

8:00pm Men’s AA 
Group 

28 

10:00amBible Study 

11:00am Senior 
Exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

February 2019 


