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A Stable Faith………..Rev. Shayna Appel

Novelist E. L. Doctorow once said “writing a novel is like driving a
car at night. You can only see as far as your headlights, but you can
make the whole trip that way.”1

I imagine being part of the early church was like that, with early
followers able to see only as far as their headlights, (or lanterns!)
could shine, but taking the trip anyhow. Talk about faith!

As spring returns to Jaffrey, our beloved Snow Birds slowly return to
the fold, we make our way towards Pentecost. During May and
June we journey with the Narrative Lectionary through the early life
of the church. Selections from the Book of Acts and Paul’s Letter to

the Galatians light our way. In these readings we see clearly - surprise, surprise - that as long as people
have gathered for church around the life and ministry of Jesus our Christ, there have been
disagreements about what that church should be. Who can become members, how does one enter into
fellowship, who gets what alms, who waits on tables, who contemplates the Word of God, and how
should the church share its resources?

I am eternally grateful that ‘agreement’ is not, and never has been, the essential ingredient for the
church’s longevity! Thanks be to God! For as long as we have had faithful followers of Jesus, and people
who are steadfast in remembering who and whose they are, the church has withstood the tests of time.
Albeit, the church has changed immensely through time…but it has stood, and stands still.

What does this resilience have to offer an incredibly divided nation and world? How might you be being
called to share from this deep well of wisdom and grace? How might we, at First Church in Jaffrey, bring
these lessons from the early church forward with us today?

As we engage the question(s) of what it means to be the church
of Christ today, in worship, in quarterly meetings, in our public
offering of the church fair to our community, in imagining the
future life of our beloved church, we will no doubt find our
vision occasionally limited by the span of our headlights. So, as
we go, let’s remember that we can, in fact, “make the whole
trip that way!”

As always, it’s great to be on the journey with you!

In Faith and With Much Love!

~Shayna

1
Commentary by Mary Hinkle Shore, for May 14th, 2017. Posted at WorkingPreacher.org
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Trustees and Buildings and Grounds

Many thanks to all First Church members and
friends who have contributed so generously to
the Sanctuary roof fund. Through your
generosity, we are closing in on reaching our goal
of $15,000. If you have not contributed yet,
donations may be sent to the Treasurer, P. O. Box
673, Jaffrey, NH 03452 with “roof fund” in the
memo line.

It was quite amazing to watch the dozen workers
from Adam Vaillancourt Roofing complete the
roof in just one day…truly a most efficient and
organized team of workers! The steeple’s upper
roof will be shingled and the right cornice
repaired during the first week of June and a new
handicap door will be installed in the Parish
House.

As of May 1st we have changed our insurance to AmTrust North America through the UCC Insurance
Board, resulting in a savings of $2,000 on our annual premium and more coverage.

The window screens are in place, the ant buttons are out, the labyrinth sign welcomes visitors, and the
gardens are awaiting their blooms…it must be spring! Enjoy!

Gwendolyn Gundlach, Trustees’ Chairman

Gettin' Ready For First Church's Summer Fair #101!

A few thoughts about of the Summer Fair:

1. Storage Space - Do you or do you know someone who has an extra garage bay or barn that could be
used for storing treasures donated for the fair? If you have things to be donated but need pick up,
email me or call and I'll send Bruce right over!
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2. The Luncheon:

� “GOOD COOKS WITH

GOOD IDEAS WANTED!” �

This year I think it'd be fun to plan,
serve, and prepare the luncheon. Do
you think the idea of offering 2 choices
one cold, one hot is a good one? At
our after church gathering a month
ago, there were several salads that
were delicious (one was a bean salad,
homemade or jarred?). It made me
think that one luncheon choice could
be a salad plate with 4-5 servings of
different salads and a roll or sticky
bun. A hot choice could be quiche,
chowder or...? With Carol's camera
prowess we could make up both
luncheon choices ahead of time, take
pictures and make a few posters. Do
you have a yummy salad recipe or an idea for a hot entree that can be made ahead? Are you good
with garnishes, or clever with a cleaver?! Would you be able to meet for an hour one day in May?
We could share recipes for salads or a hot entree, make some decisions, and come up with a plan
for preparing it. Please email me if you could meet in May. Thanks very much!

3. The Children's Fair - We have been unable to meet with Suze yet but we'll be following her expertise
with the same games, ticket system etc., plus lots of comfy, sit down options for helpers in the
Children's sheds.

Bruce or I will be☎’ing soon to enlist your help.

�Pam
Contact Information:

philloncapecod@gmail.com / Pam 508-280-0771 / Bruce 508-280-9546

Tai Chi in Jaffrey

Harvard Women’s Health Watch writes, “Tai chi is often described as "meditation in motion," but it
might well be called "medication in motion." There is growing evidence that this mind-body practice,
which originated in China as a martial art, has value in treating or
preventing many health problems. And you can get started even if
you aren't in top shape or the best of health”
(http://www.health.harvard.edu/staying-healthy/the-health-benefits-of-
tai-chi )

If you are interested in a beginning Tai Chi class in Jaffrey, Leaf
Seligman is starting to gather a group. David Rosen, a local Tai Chi
instructor, is willing to offer a class in Jaffrey if there are four or
more people. Pricing would be $20 for drop-ins and $60 for 6
weeks. If interested, please contact Leaf atleaf1231@gmail.com or 532-4596.
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Bible Study Group

Please join us to discuss these upcoming passages – each group of passages will be the topic of the
following Sunday’s service…

• May 11: Acts 15:1-18 (Luke 2:29-32)

• May 25: Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 (Luke 18:9-14)

• June 8: Acts 2:1-4; Galatians 4:1-7 and/or Galatians 5:16-26 (Luke 11:11-13)

• June 22: : Psalm 23 (John 10:1-4)

Bible Study Group meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month in the downstairs conference room of
Parish Hall at 10am. All are welcome!

Responding to the Refugee Crisis

Carol Hess, Suzanne Lamport, and Geoff Frank from First Church attended presentations and discussions
of the refugee crisis and how those of us in New Hampshire could support refugees. These sessions
were organized by the Compassion and Justice Committee of the Divine Mercy Catholic church in
Peterborough.

The presentations included two videos. The video
A Requiem for Syrian Refugeeswas shown during
the first session on March 20. The video was shot
with a crew of refugees in a camp in northern Iraq
who felt the urgency to convey their situation to
the world. This black and white film features
Faure’s Requiem as a soundtrack.

The two hour PBS Frontline videoExodus followed refugees from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan as they
traveled to England and Finland and sought official refugee status in those host countries. Not all of
them were given that status. This video was shown in two parts during the second and third sessions.

After we viewed these powerful films, Cathy Chesley from Catholic Charities talked about her work with
immigrants threatened by deportation and the present state of the refugee situation in NH. She
referred us to the US Conference of Catholic Bishops website and provided handouts with information
about refugees in New Hampshire and the process for becoming a refugee. From 2009 through 2016,
3,763 refugees have come to New Hampshire: 2,209 from Asia, 1,000 from Africa, 550 from the Middle
East, and 4 from Europe. Cathy suggested some options for constructive follow-up actions, but
emphasized that most of her work now is related to immigration.

The Compassion and Justice Committee is considering further efforts on refugees and immigration as
well as other social justice issues. They are very open to interdenominational efforts.

June Quarterly Congregational Meeting

Join us Sunday, June 25 for our Second Quarterly Congregational Gathering! We will meet after worship
service to gather with a potluck luncheon.
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General Synod 2017
June 30-July 4, 2017 | Baltimore, MD

In June 2017, thousands from across the country (and abroad) will
gather for General Synod 31 in Baltimore, Maryland. Together, we
will discern resolutions of witness, church structure, and function.
We will stand up for issues that demand a faithful witness. And we
will join together in worship each day to lift up the Stillspeaking God.

If you would be interested in attending with Rev. Robin, please contact her directly.

MUSIC FOR THREE
May 26, 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Bass Hall, Peterborough

A concert featuring the husband-
wife duo of Daniel Gilbert and
Donna Lee, with cellist Keith
Robinson and Jonathan Bagg, viola.
The program includes:

• Beethoven’s variations from the
Magic Flute in E Flat

• Mendelssohn’s song without
words in D Major opus 109.

• Nino Rota: Trio for clarinet,
cello, and piano

• Rebecca Clarke: Prelude,
Allegro, and Pastorale for
clarinet and viola

• Brahms: Trio for clarinet, cello
and piano, Op. 114

Tickets at:
http://electricearthconcerts.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30
Worship - 10:30am

w/Rev. Robin

Sundaze Potluck 4pm

1 2
Senior Exercise 11am

3
AA - Men's Step Meeting

@ 8pm

4
Senior Exercise 11am

5 6
Monadnock Hunger

Walk 8am in Greenfield
NH

7
Worship - 10:30am

w/Rev. Shayna

Sundaze Potluck 4pm

8
Trustees 3pm

Communications Circle
4pm

9
Senior Exercise 11am

10
AA - Men's Step Meeting

@ 8pm

11
Benevolence Circle 9:30am

Bible Study 10am

Senior Exercise 11am

12 13

14
Worship - 10:30am

w/Rev. Robin

Sundaze Potluck 4pm

15 16
Senior Exercise 11am

17
AA - Men's Step Meeting

@ 8pm

18
Senior Exercise 11am

Free Community Supper @
U.C. Jaffrey 5:30pm

19 20

21
Worship - 10:30am

w/Rev. Shayna

Sundaze Potluck 4pm

22 23
Senior Exercise 11am

24
AA - Men's Step Meeting

@ 8pm

25
Bible Study 10am

Senior Exercise 11am

Retirement Planning @
Monad. Ctr. For History in

P’Boro 11:45am

26
Electric Earth

Concert @ Bass
Hall in P’Boro

7:30pm

27

28
Worship - 10:30am

w/Rev. Robin

Reception @ Rogers’
Home

Sundaze Potluck 4pm

29
Memorial Day

30
Senior Exercise 11am

31
AA - Men's Step Meeting

@ 8pm

Be sure to check our new Community Calendar on our website at: www.firstchurchinjaffrey.com (click on Current Events!)

Save the Date Items:

• June 25: 2nd Quarterly Congregational Meeting (with Potluck Lunch!)

• August 2: The 101st Annual Summer Fair (contact Pam & Bruce Hill to volunteer)



Save the Date!
Saturday, August 19, 2017

Jaffrey Airport


