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A Stable Faith………..Rev. Shayna Appel

We have come to the season of short days and long nights here in New England, a fact that seems to be 
mirrored in almost every aspect of our nation’s political climate.  Barely a week seems to go by without some 
new national disaster taking place, (natural or human made).  And, while there is still much good in the world, 
our national media seems hell-bent on ignoring most of it.

So, what are a faithful people to do?  Maybe our readings over the last few months offer us some clues.

Amos suggests that we Seek good and not evil, that you may love; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be 
with you [5:14].  Buffy Saint Marie put it another way.  She said, “You have to sniff out joy.  Keep your nose to 
the joy trail.”

This requires at least two spiritual practices from us.  First, seek joy and do not delay in doing the things that 
bring us peace.  Long nights are great invitations for warm hearths, lighting candles, reading good books and 
taking long, hot baths!  And, as the Holiday Season is now upon us, why not throw expectations to the wind 
and make some serious choices about how to celebrate?  Just because “we’ve always done it like this,” doesn’t 
mean it has to be done like that again!  Do what serves you, brings you peace, and helps you “keep your nose 
to the joy trail! “

The second spiritual practice involves “putting Christ back in Christmas.”  Not by obnoxiously insisting that 
others celebrate as we do, or even insisting on homogenous language for this season celebrated in many 
different faith traditions as a season of lights, but rather by doing more of what Jesus did while he was with us.
You know the drill.  Feed the poor, clothe the naked, visit those who are sick or who are in prison.  (Your lists 
may vary!)

Finally, beloveds, remember that 5,000 were fed, not with a fine banquet, but by sharing what little they had.  
We may not have money or gifts to give in the way we would like, but we each have the gift of ourselves.  Cold 
weather is a fine excuse to isolate ourselves.  DON’T DO IT!  There are many wonderful things happening at 
First Church in Jaffrey and in our surrounding community.  Bundle up and get out there!

Remember you are loved,
Trust you are enough,
Rest assured that nothing, but nothing, will ever separate you from the love of God!

BIG Love-
Shayna
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Stewardship Campaign

Each Fall the Trustees go through the challenging work of peering into the future and building a budget for the 
next year. At the same time, we ask members and friends to pledge their financial support so we can 
determine how to find the funds necessary to support our buildings and ministries.  

The stage for this year’s stewardship campaign was set at the October 3 quarterly congregation meeting when 
Rev. Robin and I talked about our amazing accomplishments over the past year ─ new energy, new members, a 
successful 101st Fair, committees transforming into circles, a new roof, and a renovated sanctuary space. We 
also focused on needs for 2018, a key time for realizing the vision of First Church as a spiritual center for 
worship, art, music, and community gatherings. We are transitioning to a new, streamlined accounting system 
and creating a church administrator/bookkeeper job that will provide, along with our well-maintained 
buildings, the foundation for this work. Equally important, First Church remains committed to its longstanding 
tradition of financial support for community services and institutions. 

All members and friends will receive a letter and pledge card in the mail in a few weeks. We want to conclude 
the stewardship effort no later than mid-December so we can finalize budgets and plans to present at the 
January 2018 annual meeting (date to be determined). 

Mary Jo Marvin, Moderator

Trustees and Buildings and Grounds Report

 The Trustees are working on having our church accounting system switched from Cahaba Works to 
QuickBooks for more efficient record-keeping; establishing the financial outlook for the remainder of 
the year as well as Stewardship goals for 2018.

 Thanks to Cody Gordon’s team for cutting up the 30-foot ash tree that uprooted itself, taking with it a 
maple and several smaller trees, as it fell across the labyrinth.

 The Meetinghouse roof work began September 18 and was completed in mid-October. The contractor, 
Brad Davis, re-roofed our steeple using the lift from the Meetinghouse.

 An assessment of the Sanctuary building’s masonry will be done; there is some deterioration on the 
bottom left side (Parsonage driveway side) of the building. There is a grant that may be available to 
cover the cost of repairs.

 Thank you to Tom for shampooing the carpet upstairs and downstairs in the Parish House.
 The storm windows are in place and now that fall is here, please remember to check that the 

thermostat is turned back to 54 degrees and windows closed prior to leaving the building. All furnaces 
have been serviced for the winter season.

Gwendolyn Gundlach, Trustees Chairman
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Poinsettias to Adorn Our Church for Christmas

Every year we decorate our sanctuary with candles aglow and beautiful live poinsettias from Coll’s Garden Center in 
Jaffrey.  Not only does this make our Sanctuary a beautiful place of worship for the holiday season, but we are also 
supporting a local business.  We encourage our members, friends, and associates to sponsor a poinsettia (or two). The 
cost of each dark red, double poinsettia is $15.  Please make checks payable to:

The Treasurer, P.O. Box 673, Jaffrey, NH  03452
(Please put “Poinsettia” in the Memo line)

Please include a note if your contribution is to honor someone so we may include that information as
well in the Sunday Advent bulletins.  You may take your poinsettia home after the Christmas Day
service.

Decorating the Sanctuary with Red and Green

The first Sunday of Advent is December 3.  As in the past, we will decorate the Sanctuary with poinsettias and 
greens for the season that will stay in place through Christmas.  This joyous effort requires a little help from 
everyone.  On Saturday, December 2, at 10 am we will arrange poinsettias, hang wreaths inside and out, put 
candles in the windows, and add fresh greens to the arrangements.

Could you come for an hour to help on Saturday?

Do you have fresh pine, hemlock, spruce from your gardens or woods that you could drop off?

Would you like to buy a poinsettia in memory of someone or just to take home after Christmas?  Each 
poinsettia is $15 and can be ordered until November 27th.  Extra order forms are in the Secretary’s 
mailbox and in Parish Hall.

Please let Mary Jo Marvin know if you can help (603-784-5480) or call the church office at 603-532-7979 and 
leave a message.

Bible Study Group

Please join us for Bible Study Group the following date at 10am in the Parish Hall 
Conference Room (downstairs).  The second Bible Study for November falls on 
Thanksgiving, so we will next meet on November 30.  All are welcome!

November 30:  Daniel 3:1 (2-7, 8-30) and (John 18:36-37)

A Tradition Returns – the Christmas Mini-Fair

Thanks to the efforts of Millie Vigneault, the First Church mini-fair will be held on Sunday November 26 and 
Sunday December 3. It will feature special items made for the holiday giving – knit caps for babies, American 
Girl doll clothes, locally crafted jewelry, unusual baked goods, and more.  If you would like to help, call Millie at 
603-532-7914.

A Food Pantry Thanksgiving
Each year the Jaffrey Food Pantry distributes turkeys and all the foods needed to prepare a full Thanksgiving 
dinner for more than 70 Jaffrey families in need. On Friday,  November 17 at 5 pm volunteers from First Church
and other organizations pack boxes in preparation for delivery, and on Saturday, November 18 starting at 9 am 
volunteers deliver the boxes of Thanksgiving treats. For information, contact Tom Gundlach at 532-7192.
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The Jaffrey Center Village Improvement Society

Invites First Church in Jaffrey

to begin the Holiday Season with the VIS

By singing carols at 4:30, December 3, 2017
Around the Christmas Tree on the Meetinghouse Common.

Following this, at 5 pm, and new this year,
We will proceed to the

First Church in Jaffrey’s Parish House
For wine and cheese and small bites, and

Cookies and cider for children.
At 6 pm, we will gather at the

Monadnock Inn with Penguins
For our Annual Dinner and more Holiday Cheer.

If it’s fun for you, wear Black and White and Red!

Dinner Menu:
Chicken Piccata with Capered Lemon Butter,

Christmas Noodles, and Broccoli Florettes.
Dessert Will Be an Apple Cranberry Crumble.

The cost of dinner is $20, and this includes tax and gratuity.
Please, cash or check only, at the door or
By check, in the donation return envelope.
Make dinner checks payable to The Monadnock Inn.
RSVP by returning this card or
Call Val Atkins to make a reservation. 603-532-6060
RSVP by Friday, November 27, 2017.
At the cash bar, please no credit cards – only cash or check



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1
Tai Chi @4pm
AA - Men's Step Meeting
8pm

2
Senior Exercise 11am

3

5
Communion Worship - 10:30am w/Rev. 
Shayna
Sundaze Potluck 4pm

6 7
Senior Exercise 11am

8
Tai Chi @4pm
AA - Men's Step Meeting
8pm

9
Senior Exercise 11am

10

12
Worship - 10:30am w/Rev. Robin

Electric Earth Concert @ 4pm

13 14
Senior Exercise 11am

15
Tai Chi @4pm
Trustees 4pm
AA - Men's Step Meeting
8pm

16
Bible Study Group 10am
Senior Exercise 11am
Community Supper at United
Church @5:30PM

17

19
Worship - 10:30am w/Rev. Shayna
Charlie Marvin Memorial @ 3pm

20 21
Senior Exercise 11am

22
Tai Chi @4pm
AA - Men's Step Meeting
8pm

23
Thanksgiving

24

26
Worship - 10:30am w/Rev. Robin
Mini Fair in the Parish House!

27 28
Senior Exercise 11am

29
Tai Chi @4pm
AA - Men's Step Meeting
8pm

30
Bible Study Group 10am
Senior Exercise 11am



27th


